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Materials on 26th PCF Congress 2-6 Dec 1987 


Text of Marchais’ Report 
WAl91927 Paris LHUMANITE in French 
3 Dec 87 pp 2-17 


[“26th Congress of the PCF — Saint-Ouen — 2 to 6 
December 1987. Justice, Liberty, Peace — The Path of 
the Future for France.” first paragraph 1s L'HU MANITE 
introduction} 


[Text] All Communist congresses resemble cach other on 
the surface: the delegates (more than | 800), the presence 
of foreigners (116 representatives from 98 countries). 
and a substantial opening report. So, what are the signs 
distinguishing this, the 26th Congress’ The communists, 
more clear-sighted than all the Fabianist types put 

. will recognize in Georges Marchais’ report the 
well-formulated, coherent focus of a policy which hence- 
forth calls for an abundance of initiative (“the successful 
experience of the struggle is worth a hundred speeches") 
The hall is up to the image of the new course. the podium 
has lost some of its height and 1s now practically at the 
level of the delegates. No fanfare, a single slogan: “The 
Struggle, unity, a strong communist party — for justice, 
liberty, peace — the path of the future for France.” 
When the hall warms up with enthusiasm, it 1s on behalf 
of these communist and progressive parties which, with 
the people, are changing the world. A key factor in this 
congress, the French Communists are thoroughly joining 
in the big universal trend for emancipation. 


1. A Great Emancipating Movement Is Carrying Human- 
ity to a Higher Degree of Civilization [subhead) 


Comrades. 


We made the following observation at a rally held in 
Paris in November of 1979: “We are living in the era of 
revolutions. The latter are traversing all human activs- 
ties, everywhere changes, metamorphoses, transforma- 
tions, and sometimes upheavals . profound contrasts. 
often unbearable, between the fate which befalls the men 
and women of our time, depending on the continent, 
country, class. Our contemporaries question themselves 
Many make this observation: impossible to leave things 
the way they are, impossible to go back; but difficult—so 
difficult'—to forge ahead. To all those, to all who want to 
understand the meaning of the changes that are taking 
place at the level of our world, the communists say: 
Today we are experiencing a great transformation of 
mankind.” 


Eight years ago this assessment involved an element of 
anticipating what lay in the future. Today it has become 
an obvious fact for whoever really wants to open his eyes 
to the realities of the world. Everywhere, changes are 
upsetting accepted ideas and opening novel possibilities 
Some of these changes are dazzling. Knowledge 1s open- 
ing up new horizons. Utopia, the ideal of a world without 
weapons and without wars, can vecome reality. New 
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mcans are appearing to assure the mght to devclopment 
tor all peoples. And socialism 1s undergoing a revolution 
to become even better socialism. Thus, a new cra of 
history ts Opening up, an era in which, little by little, 
mankind 1s being given the means to satisfy 1s immense 
needs and control us destiny. A great emancipating 
movement 1s carrying mankind forward toward a higher 
degree of civilization 


Let us consider the reality of thes world in which we live 
The carth was peopled by only a billhon inhabitants in 
the last century. in 1850. The mark of five billion human 
beings was passed in 1986. And ut 1s predicted there will 
be five and a half billion in the year 2000. It would be 
absurd to say that this increase in the globe's population 
does not present any problems, all the more so as this 
figure does not take into account an extreme diversity of 
conditions: tens, sometimes hundreds of millions of 
men, women, and children are gathered together, but not 
necessarily where the greatest resources are concentr+t- 
ed. Is that to say that our planct 1s in a way heading 
toward a glut and that sinking into shortage and poverty 
is inescapable’ In no way. If we stick to the natural 
resources and the possibilities of exploiting them — 
today’s and tomorrow's — nothing prevents appropri- 
ately feeding, giving a modern education, decently hous- 
ing and providing good health to the billions of carth- 
lings which we are. Nothing prevents it if all available 
means are devoted to this task 


Progress in Scrence and Technology Is Opening Up 
Unimagined Prospects [subhead]} 


These means are first of all scence and technology, the 
dazzling progress in which undreamt-of prospects have 
been opening up for some years now. We talk of exhaus- 
tion of natural resources. But progress in the life screnc- 
es, the brotechnologies, composite materials, completely 
renews the notion of resource itself, For example, today 
we envisage perfecting new varieties of plants, usable in 
any kind of soul or even outside of soil. The control of 
genetic mechanisms allows the yields to be multiplied 
Everything indicates that the oceans, which cover three 
quarters of the globe's surface and are hardly exploited. 
contain fabulous nmches. The results of current caper 
ments in space are turning the knowledge of natural 
resources and meteorological phenomena upside down 
and may involve considerable progress in the control of 
cultures. Finally, we foresee that with controlled fusion it 
could become possible to supply a city of 100,000 
inhabitants in electrical energy with the volume of a glass 
of water. 


Medicine” Progress in medical research and instrumen- 
tation allows foreseeing new victories in the fight against 
all diseases. Sixty to 75 percent of cancer cases could be 
cured in the year 2000. Being a hundred years old and in 
good health should soon no longer be considered an 
exceptional condition. And, one day not very far off, it 1s 
going to become possible to know the human genetic 
code entirely. 
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The condition of man and woman at work’? The full 
utilization of scientific and technological progress every - 
where requires a considerable improvement in the sala- 
nes, Qualifications, rights and responsibilities of the 
workers. Modern production requires not overexploited, 
undertrained, or underpaid men and women who are 
compelled to do tedious and repetitive tasks, but better 
trained and better paid workers who enjoy an active and 
responsible role within the workers’ group, bencfiting 
from increased qualifications and nghts. 


Improved standard of living in daily life? In spite of the 
positive advancement in attitudes and the sharing of 
tasks on the family—notably among young couples— 
women continue to devote an average of 36 hours a week 
to kitchen chores, housekeeping, washing, and shopping. 
Progress in food agronomy, in housekeeping equipment 
and housing conditions, the developments in robotics 
and telecommunications can reduce this domestic work 
tume and thus allow more time to be devoted to family, 
social, and cultural life. 


Human relations? Democracy’ Culture” While progress 
in rmmunology has permanently swept away the pseu- 
doscrentific pustifications for racism, material conditions 
are bringing about a veritable explosion of the exchange 
possibilities among people. That is the case with trans- 
portation. As for new communication technologies, they 
should permit us not only to communicate with cach 
other at any place and at any moment, Dut to join the 
image to the word, to have a chosen access not set to 
audiovisual programs. Such progress can be a puwerful 
resource on the service of information and democracy. It 
offers broader and quicker possibilities of access to 
knowledge and to literary and artistic life. 


Considerable New Savings [subhead] 


Moreover, all these improvements in the lives of people 
can be made while carrying out considerable savings of 
expenses in means of production. Thus, with miniatur- 
ization, micro-data processing, flexible workshops, it 1s 
no longer mandatory to change machines when produc- 
tion 1s changed. Planning assisted by computer opens up 
new possibilities of savings, and the same goes for the 
production of certain raw materials and energy, thanks 
to biotechnologies. These savings would constitute so 
much wealth, which we could have available to satisfy 
social and national needs. For example, it has been 
calculated that the thousand flexible workshops the 
specialists deem indispensable to the France of the year 
2000 would represent 30 billion [francs] in capital sav- 
ings, or the equivalent of 60,000 dwellings, of a year of 
expanding the PTT [postal, telegraph and telephone 
services}, or of 27,000 high-tech scanners. We see thai 
not only ss it becoming possible today to permanently 
put an end to the thousand years of fears of famine, 
shortage, epidemic, but there is now a process under way 
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of creating a real human liberation, of progress for all 
humanity toward a better standard of living, freedom. 
culture, and communication among individuals an: 


peoples. 


The Door Is Open to an Era of Peace From Now On 
[subhead] 


Of course, it 1s still necessary for these gigantic resources 
not to be diverted from these emancipating aims, that 
they not be used agains! man in order to imcrease 
alienation, overexploitation, domination and the accu- 
mulation of more and more murderous weapons. Should 
we be pessimistic about this’ There again, !ct us look at 
the facts. We know that next Wednesday, as they have 
agreed, Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan are 
going to conclude an agreement on the liquidation of all 
short- and medium-range nuclear weapons. This agree- 
ment 1s explicitly viewed as preliminary to setting in 
motion a process of eliminating all atomic weapons, a 
general disarmament. It 1s a giant step forward, an 
historical event. Indeed, for the first time im history, the 
two biggest military powers in the world are going to 
Start destroying weapons, some of the most formidabic 
they have. Agreements on armaments had already been 
concluded in the past, but they always involved treaties 
lumiting one or another type of weapon and never 
preventing them from developing a lot of others. It 1s 
quite another thing which 1s involved from now on: to 
chiminate, destroy existing arms. Thus 1s opened the 
possiblity of satisfying the ancestral aspiration to live in 
security, in peace. Since the mists of time, man has had 
this dream of a world without weapons and without 
wars. Today the dream 1s coming alive. The demand, 
which was thought utopian, for secing “weapons on the 
scrap heap.” can become reality. 


A Universal Movement for Disarmament [subhead] 


This new fact of considerable umpact is the result of a 
realization, that of the nature of the fundamental ques- 
tion put to humanity — a question which 1s conveyed by 
a simple and terrifying alternative cither disarmament 
ot the end of mankind. Accumulated nucicar armament 
has in fact reached a point where using only 10 percent of 
it would be enough to plunge the planet into a terrible 
nuclear winter from which humanity would not arise 
again. As this danger has grown, the demands for disar- 
mament have increased in world public opinion. Despite 
the propaganda of the advocates of the armaments race, 
the dea of the mevitability of “the balance of terror,” of 
the need for protective nuclear armament forever, has 
lost ground. An immense movement has started up, 
involving imnumerabie personalities and organizations 
of all sensitivities, opinions, and beliefs in a common 
action. This movement is taking shape in France. And 
we are delighted for having been abic to play our role— 
in thes sphere as in others—of an avant-garde party by 
having contributed to launching this movement in 1981 
around the Jlogan: “Neither Pershing nor SS-20"" 
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Numerous initiatives have been taken by the countnes 
favorable to disarmament. The movement of the non- 
aligned countries has pushed with all its weight. In their 
New Delhi declaration, India, Mexico, Tanzania, Swe- 
den, Greece, Argentina, and Finland expressed them- 
selves in favor “of a world from which the specter of 
nuclear war will be banished.” Treatees armed at denu- 
clearizing several zones of the planet have been con- 
ceived. Other stands going in the direction of disarma- 
ment have come about. 


The Major Role of the USSR and the Socialist Countnes 
[subhead] 


The initiatives of countnes which have carried the most 
weight in this process were and remain those of the 
socialist countries, those of the Warsaw Pact countries: 
those of China, a nuclear power which has clearly 
expressed itself in favor of the liquidation of these 
armaments. And, of course, those of the Soviet Union. it 
1s normal for it to be this way. As Mikail Gorbachev 
observed at the Moscow international forum on the 4th 
of last November, “It 1s of course socialism which will 
contribute in a decisive way to overcoming the critical 
points that have emerged in the development of civili- 
zauion.~ 


The Soviet Union has been implementing a real change 
of perspective since 1985 in order to fulfill this role. In 
its earher step, which brought it to put forward some 
proposals for limiting nuclear arms within the scope of a 
balance of these weapons, it substituted a dynamic 
action which 1s devoted to a real cessation of the death 
race as an objective. A real plan for universal, total, and 
controlled nuclear disarmament is thus proposed, 
accompanied by proposals as decisive as the nonmiulita- 
rization of space and international cooperation on its use 
for peaceful aims; the freeze and banning of nuclear 
tests; the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons, the cre- 
ation of denuclearized zones and peace zones, the ban- 
ning of all chemical weapons, the banning of new types 
of mass experimentation weapons, the reduction of 
armed forces and conventional armaments.... The Soviet 
Unmon has formulated precise proposals with dates and 
figures on cach one of these dossiers. The door is 
henceforth open to an era of peace. It 1s possible to reach 
our objective: “Zero nuclear weapons in the year 2000'" 


A Change in All International Relations Is Becoming 
Possible [subhead] 


What exciting new possibilities emanate from such a 
situation! It can only directly contribute to the peaceful 
resolution of the current conflicts which are casting a 
tragic shadow over so many people, in Central America, 
the Middle East, and the Far East. Beyond that, the 
search for political solutions to the conflicts which may 
arise 1s going to be furthered. But let's look at things even 
more broadly. We quite understand that from the time 
when the determining factor in international relations 
has been overarmament within the scope of a “balance 


FRANCE 


of terror.” the remov, ; of thes factor allows establishinz 
these international reations on wholly new bases. The 
swelling of military budgets, the division of the world 
ito hostile blocs, the acts of mustrust and aggression 
appear for what they are: archaisms which we must go 
beyond. Disarmament ts the only answer permitting the 
survival of humanity, not only im a negative sense 
because it prevents the death of humanity but in a 
positive sense because i calls for a change im all inter- 
national relations, in all manners for approaching the 
problems of our period. For every 100,000 inhabitants of 
our planet, there are at present $56 soldiers, but only 85 
physicians’ It 1s this umsane logic which must be changed 
and which 11 1s becoming possible to change 


The idea can thus be brought forth that it 1s possible and 
necessary to seck common answers to the great chal- 
lenges which humanity 1s facing. As I stated on behalf of 
our party at the international forum which I just men- 
thoned, “whatever imterpretations we may have of the 
world, there are a large number of problems imposed on 
everyone. | am thinking of peace and disarmament, of 
hunger and development, the mastery of screntific and 
technological progress, changes in the ficid of informa- 
tion and communications, the peaceful exploration of 
space and the oceans, safeguarding the environment. 
The solution to these problems presupposes great con- 
vergent efforts on the international level.” 


Disarmament and Development [subhcad] 


Let us first take the problem of hunger and development. 
Eight hundred millon individuals—40 million more 
every year—today suffer from hunger and malnutrition 
Several tens of millions, half of whom are children, dic 
from this every year. A billion men and women live in 
toial poverty, a billion and a half are secing their life 
expectancy diminish. The Third World countries count 
10 tumes fewer physicians than the industnalized coun- 
tres. Seventy-five percent of the globe's population 
receives only 9 percent of world health expenses. More 
than a hundred million persons live without a roof over 
their heads. The shantytowns are heaped together where 
the most basic needs are lacking. These countries have 
800 millon illiterates. They have an average of 125 
research workers per | million inhabitants, or 25 times 
less than in the industrialized countries. Satisfying the 
immense needs which these figures reveal 1s tied insep- 
arably to disarmament. Consider that at present the 
Third World countries are led to spend 14 times more on 
the military than on research and development’ Three 
hundred times more per soldier than per student’ Weap- 
ons and development cannot be financed at the same 
tome. Transferring these colossal sums currently being 
squandered in the arms race to satisfying the peoples’ 
needs is a strictly vital necessity. That is why we propose 
for the time being to devote 10 percent of military 
expenses to a development fund managed by the United 


Nations Organization 


For a New World Economic Order [subhead] 
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We do not hide 1: This presupposes that new relations of 
cooperation and fnendship, what we call a new world 
economic order, be substituted for the umperialsst rela- 
tions of plundering and domination. Notably. the whole 
system of international financial relationships musi be 
revised for the purpose of putting an end to the stifling 
hold of the International Monetary Fund. the dollar. the 
yen, and the mark. It 1s a matter of the interest of the 
peoples of the developing countnes and also that of the 
peoples of capitalist countnes, for no people benefit 
trom measures which crush other people. Both have an 
interest in developing cooperation in the measure of 
needs. That 1s the case with training. The needs, I have 
said, are immense. The possibilities of cooperation, and 
thus of creating corresponding jobs in the developed 
countries, are no less. A short while ago I described the 
gigantic resources which the biotechnologies and explor- 
tation of the oceans and space can unleash. Making use 
of these new potentials can only be the work of all of 
humanity, of all its screntists and workers cooperating 
for the common good. | spoke of the leap forward in 
information and communication resources. Should they 
be used to impose the stereotypes of American ideology 
or to further knowledge and thus mutual understanding 
among peoples” 


4 New World Is Being Built Before Us [subhead] 


Finally, let us take the problems the ecological system 
faces. Pollution of the air up to the ozone layer, that of 
rivers and seas, the encroachment of deserts, changes in 
the natural balance, are some of the many problems 
which need urgent remedy. How can this be done if we 
refuse to see that these problems are not those of others. 
but of this planet on which we all live together. Every- 
thing points to 1: With these new prospects, unimagin- 
able ever yesterday, which are opening up for disarma- 
ment, imternations! cooperation, fnendship among 
peoples, and the building of a new economic order, a new 
world 15 being built befove us 


Demands for Justice, Freedom, Peace, Are Rising Every- 
where |subhead] 


Of course, it 1s not enough for such changes to be 
mscribed in the logic of current developments. It 1s still 
necessary that the fores exist to impose them. They do 
exist. The demands for justice, freedom and peace are 
rising everywhere. Such is the case with this major 
aspiration of our time, the nght to development. In Latin 
America, the peoples who have put down dictatorships 
which were supported by Amencan imperialism at arm's 
length are today acting to challenge the law of the dollar 
and the IMF and win what they call “their second 
independence.” Confronted with this rise of struggles. 
several governments have thus taken measures, some of 
which have an anti-imperialist nature. The demand for 
eliminating the debt, which we totally support. 1s assum- 
ing an unequaled force. Developments of the same type 
are taking shape in Asia. The working class, peasants, 
and young people have taken the path of action in 
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several countnes. The situation un Afinca 1s also in full 
transformation. Faced with the tragedy of underdevel- 
opment. peoples are mobilizing and, with a growing 
force, demanding a new world cconomi order in the 
Capitalist countries, the counterattack to the aggression 
suffered by the working world 1s being organized. a!) the 
more $0 as the development of productive forces, new 
modes of living and consumption are finding cupression 
im aspirations for a better standard of living. The struggic 
against the inequalities between classes and nations truly 
constitutes the fiber of our penod. The demand for 
justice 1s making itself heard everywhere 


The Imprint of the Peoples’ Lively Forces [subhead] 


Intumately tied to this mayor demand, the aspiration for 
freedom 1s being cxapressed with force throughout the 
whole world. The apartheid regime, that insult to man- 
kind, 1s capernencing growing difficulties im the face of 
the heronc fight of the people of South Africa. The fascist 
dictatorships are falling one after the other after 
Somoza, Duvalier, and Marcos. And the people of Fl 
Salvadaor, Chile, and South Korea are intensifying them 
strugaic. In spite of repression, the Kanak people are 
pursang their just fight. | previously mentioned the 
universal mobilization of pacifists. It has not weakened 
with the prospects of a Sovict-American agreement 
quite tie contrary. All these movements are marked by 
the umprint of the peoples’ liwely forces. The workin, 
class 1s playing a partecularly active role mm this. From 
Paris to Athens, from Madrid to Rome, in Bonn or 
London, young people are taking an important part in 
these struggles. Women are enriching them with their 
will for equality. They play a big role in the movement 
for peace. 


Socialism Demonstrates Its Supenority [subhead] 


And at the teme when such potentials are being rcicased, 
one social organization demonstratcs its superiority 
socialism. Only a few years ago. a few months ago. 
socialism, in the eyes of millons of people—and, we 
know well, almost all of the French—seemed to have lost 
the historical mnitiative. The most obscurantrst Reaganite 
schemes were prevailing. All these factors have been 
altered drastically. The profound changes wnder way in 
the socialist countnes and quite particularly on the Soviet 
Union are being observed with interest and hope by all 
progressive forces, in the first place, naturally, by the 
communists 


The Significance of “Perestroyka” [subhead] 


The direction of the changes launched by the Commu- 
nist Party of the Soviet Union 1s not suffering from any 
ambiguity. The speech that Mikhail Gorbachev made for 
the 70th anniversary of the October Revolution 1s signif- 
icantly titled “The Revolution Goes On.” This speech 
shows that ‘perestroyka 1s not only a matter of stemming 
the phenomena of stagnation and conservatimn of the 
previous period (..). It also a matter of endowing 
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socialism with the most modern forms whech meet the 
conditions and needs of the screntific and technical 
revolution and the intellectual progress of Soviet soci- 
ety. 


Like all the other countries, those which are building a 
socialist society are on fact faced with the great challenges 
hurled upon all of humanity. which | have sust described: 
the new possitilitees offered by the progress im sence 
and technology, the aspirations fur sustice and develop- 
ment, for freedom and peace. They are faced with the 
central question put to all socecties:s What is done to 
satisfy "Pe Murian needs which are evolving fully” 


In puttin: av. end to the exploration of man by man. the 
socialism which has been built—with some caceptions in 
countnes cxapenencing underdevelopment—has already 
demonstrated its ability to solve the problems of hunger. 
poverty, unemployment, infant mortality, social welfare. 
literacy, education, sports, and culture. Bul answers 
furnished in a given context cannot be valid ad infin- 
tum. To repeat them, to refuse to take into account the 
changes which are turning the whole world upside down, 
is to lag behind. This has been important im the Soviet 
Umon and other socialist countnes. To use all the assets 
of socialism to meet current challenges thus implies an 
immense effort of renewal. That is what is being under- 
taken in the Soviet Union with what the Soviet leaders 
ay ny An oli Tle hed gee hese rm 
which spare no sector of economic, social, political, or 
cultural hile. This process of change is already being 
initially undertaken. The movement has been launched, 
the pivotal points are defined, laws passed. They still 
have to be applied. A second phase 1s being opened. the 
most difficult: that of the concrete implementation of the 
proclanmed objectives. Moreover, the resolution of our 
26th Congress will doubtlessly have to take these devel- 
opments into account in its final draft. 


A “Radical Economic Reform” [subhead] 


To satesfy the social needs the Soviet people want soon in 
the coming years: to have more housing built, of better 
quality, to modernize services, to improve distribution. 
to increase salaries; to meet the growing aspirations in 
the field of culture, leisure activities, travel, and fashion 
— in short, to build a modern consumer society, 1s no 
small matter. The resources exist, the potentials are 
considerable, but fully and wholly making use of them 
involves, as the Soviet leaders put it, “a radical economic 
reform.” This, which revolutionizes the most established 
concepts in the Soviet Union, is going to be applied in a 
very short while. Basically, it 1s the actual implermenta- 
tion of the very princigle of socialism, recalled by 
Mikhail Gorbachev: “From each according to his ability, 
to cach according to his work.” Thus, most Soviet 
enterprises are preparing to go over to a radically new 
mode of management. with a self-management trend, in 
the next few weeks. The relations that these producers 
will henceforth maimtain with the state, as well as with 
the consumers, are going to confront the Soviet worker 
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with increased responsibilities, all the more so sence the 
cooperative sector 1s bewng reyuvenaticd. A acw sysiem of 
salaries, taking the quality of work and qualification into 
better account, 16 bering emplemented at the same time 
Investment in research. scence and new technologocs 15 
on the rise. Intellectual functions, including im labor. are 
being taken into better account. The mmmense managec- 
ment apparatus 1s being reorganized and the price policy 
redefined with the objective of better corresponding to 
economic reality 


These reforms are obviously going to involve some real, 
drastxc changes im the Sowsct cconomy. If they agree in 
believing that these reforms are going to make 11 possible 
to give a dynamic impetus to the economy and make it 
expernence a strong growth im the coming years. that 
country’s caperts differ on the assessment of the conse- 
quences of these changes for employment and the stan- 
dard of living mm the mutial stage As for the Soviet 
leaders, they affirm thei will to continue prohibiting the 
use of austerity for the lowest incomes and uncempiny- 
ment. It is obvious that we. who live m a capitals 
country m criss and are devoting s© much cflori to 
fighting these scourges. will follow these developments 
with unflagging attention 


An Essential Lever Democracy |subbead] 


The movement for change 1s thus impressive Zor its scale. 
its speed, and because of the aims i 1s given. But are we 
assured it 1s irreversible” The Soviet C ommunnsts reply 
Yes. They state it with assurance becauw this movement 
rehes on an essential lever: democracy, the conscious 
involvement of the Soviets themselves m the revolution- 
ary process. Great efforts are thus being made to make 
this key dea, which guides our own action, really come 
alive: Socialism, democracy, the development of all 
liberties, can only proceed at the same pace The changes 
im the spheres of information, trade-union, political, and 
electoral life, the powers of the soviets, social and penal 
law, religious liberties, and the arts, are consdcrable 
Every Soviet is thus berng asked to take his part om this 
great restructuring of socialism, whereby he becomes an 
independent and responsible person instead of one sup- 
ported by the state. The task 1s not casy, for democracy 
means effort. But, as Mikhail Gorbachev nghtly stressed. 
there hes “the surest guarantee of political and economic 
reforms, ruling out any movement backward” due to the 
pressures of those who would like to cul corners and 
especially the conservatives who want “perestroyka”™ to 
fail 


In the specific conditions of cach country, problems of 
the sarne nature are confronting many peoples who have 
started to build a socialist society. We see Wf in China, 
where a few weeks ago the | 3th Congress took stock of 
what the Chinese Communists call “a second revolu- 
tion” and marked out the prospects of a “socialiam with 
the colors of China.” whose development is going 
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through economuc and political reforms. social and men- 
tal changes. Various reflections. decissons and transfor- 
mations, taking the peculiarities of cach country imto 
account, are also under way in several socialist countnes 
On the other hand, the preoccupying situation of certain 
others confirms that any delay in comprehending the 
nature of the problems posed or in implementing the 
necessary reforms 1s detrimental to the development of 
these societies. 


Our Attitude: Solidarity and Clear-Mindedness [sub- 
head] 


As | sand at the Moscow International Forum, “We find 
some ideas dear to us in these changes: the priority 
granted to satisfying social and human needs, justice and 
social progress, economic efficrency, development and 
democracy, peace. It 1s because such 1s our conception of 
socialism that we iwrevocabl, condemned that mon- 
strous perversion of socialism which was Stalinism It 1s 
this same conception which im the seventies and carly 
erghties made us cxupress criticism and ansoctics about 
whal was going on im several socialist Countries, espe- 
cially as regards economic and social policy oo respect 
for human nghts. And i 1s still because of thie concep. 
tion of socialism that we totally support the process 
gorng on in the Soviet Union.” 


We know that cach of our past congresses has been the 
tome of a tig discussion on the socialist countries. This 
has of course still been the case in the preparation of this 
one. Since 1976 we have defined an attitude of principle 
It 1s up to cach of the peoples building a socialist society 
to define its own way for arriving at it, and in no way do 
we intend to interfere in their affairs, still less, of course. 
to give them lessons. At the same tome, everything which 
affects socialism concerns us, for such 1s the arm of our 
own struggle. The peoples who are building such a 
society thus have our solidarity. And also our clear. 
mindedness) We examine their work “without blinkers 
or prejudices,” which leads us to formulate advice or 
criticism when we deem that 1 1s useful and necessary to 
do so in the very interest of our common humanist ideal 
Solidarity and clear-mindedness — we have not 
departed from these rules, and this has benefited the 
authornty of our party. 


Immense New Possibilities for All the World's Revolu- 
tronanes [subhead] 


We are keeping our cyes wide open today hike yesterday 
We are aware of the obstacles which hamper the under- 
taking im progress and of the battles which getting 
beyond them will require We are likewise aware of the 
immense possibilities which it harbors for all the revo- 
lutionares of the world You will permit me to mention 
one last time what | said during the ceremonies of the 
70th anniversdary of the October Revolution. “The 
antagonism between capitalism and socialism 1s begin- 
ning to come up in new terms. Al the time when 
capitalism means industrial di mage. financial disorders. 


FRANCE 


aggravaicd social megualincs, contempt tor human 
nghts. standardization of the media, stagnation in cre- 
alivity, socialism 1s becoming and ts gong to become 
more and more synonymous with cconomac efficency . 
new growth, social progress. democratic vitality, a flow 
of sdeas, and creativity. Socialism, m the cyes of the 
Soviets and more and more im the eves of the world, 
being given the means to demonsiraic that rt 15 indeed a 
superior social organizatron. For all that, thes 1s not goung 
to make capitalism disappear on its own nor spare the 
peoples of the cowntnes ruled by this system from 
finding orginal ways for building socialist societies 
corresponding to thew concrete realities. The truth 
remains that 1 1s 4 mew fact of incalculable sgnificance 
mm the struggle of these peoples, including us ~ 


Il. Our World Is Also One of Immense Misfortuncs and 
Waste |subhead] 


All that docs not mean we are giving im to an angcln 
vison of current developments To describe the 
immense possitilitees coming about. to mect the the 
peoples needs, 1s to assess at the same tome the catent of 
the obstacles thwarting them. the gulf separating the c 
possibilties from realities, for our world, which 1s seeing 
this smmense emancipating movement develop. 1s also 
one of ummense mesfortuncs and waste A large part of 
humanity knows only scourges, poverty, and depriva- 
thon. And, while new conditions have been created to 
prevent war and busld international relations on new 
foundations, militarism, domination and plundering of 
peoples continue to profoundly characterize reality We 
undersiand why The causes of these evils and these 
crimes are not to be sought in the human essence or 
aberrations from reason bul in the very nature of the 
system which has a hold on a large part of humanity 
Capitalism 


Milittarrem Is a Primordial Necessity for Capialom 
[subhead] 


Let us first take the arms race. It 4 not an option among 
others for capitalism. but a primordial necessity 


The Force of Arms: an Essential Political Means [sub- 
head] 


This 1s first of all because capitainsm needs the force of 
arms to endeavor to hinder the challange to its domina- 
tion. To be sure, the tome 1s gone when 1 dominated the 
world and made its law prevail im every quarter by 
gunboat policy, but i does not hesitate to intervene 
militanly everywhere it can. We saw it mm 198) with the 
debarking of the “marines” in Grenada, in 1984 with the 
Falkland war, in 1986 with the American raid on Libya. 
in 1987 with the attitude of the American ficet in the 
Persian Gulf. France is not being outdone, as 6 wit- 
nessed by the presence of its arms in Chad and at the 
entrance to the Gulf, or still the eprsode of the “Rainbow 
Warrior.” On all contements, the military presence and 
armed operations of the United States as well as, 
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depending on the arcas, France. Great Brita. Ieraci, 
Japan or South Afrnca constitute a strong pressure on the 
peoples and countries who are tempied to cxtricatc 
themselves from the umpenailrst hold 


As we know, direct military mterventions are not the 
only manifestation of thes policy of force. Interferences 
in the internal affairs of the peoples are second nature for 
the capitalist countries, mamly the Unined States. We see 
it with the comssderable and. through dollars and Amer- 
can muolitary advisers, given to the vassal states. cape- 
cially to the fascret dictatorships and to the counterrev- 
olutionary movements mm Nocaragua and cisewhere We 
see *t with the mancuvers of all sorts armed at stirring up 
the regional conflicts which plunge entire peoples into 
misery. We see with the use—if not the pure and 


staggering. They are estimated at $4 


are 
American. Moreover, the swelling of arms capenses 
today constitutes one of the essential means by whrch the 


caprtalist powers seck to push technological advance 


that 1s military 18 struck with secrecy The multinational 
firms teed to the arms race thus have the means to 
prevent their competitors from acquiring technological 
knowledge and resources 


This policy breeds profound contradictions im the very 
heart of capitalist economies. It 1s one of the maim causes 
of public deficits, principally of the breathtaking deficit 
of the American budget, which adds up to more than 
$160 tulhon. And i weakens the productive bases of 
capitahkem. So, capenence shows that the countries 
which have developed high technologies in the civihan 
sphere. such as Japan and the Federal Republic of 
Germany. are on a better position than those which have 
developed them in the military one, such as the United 
States and France. It is still necessary to note that this 
situacion does not result from a free choice by Japan and 
the FRG, but from the ban against rearming made on 
them after the war, Once this ban was lifted, these two 
countries, like the others, rushed into the process of 
militarizing the economy 


It % necessary to take measure of the capital directly 
imvested im thes sphere. The military budget im the 
United States surpasses $900 billion. The American 
government itself 1s reluctant to divulge the figures of the 
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sums devoured th) perfectong the Strategx Defense Inv 
trative (SD1), the notorious “star wars.” We know that of 
thes mmsane propect = wmplemented, space would be 
studded with nuciear devices whch can he triggered off 
actomatically m some thousends of a second. A real 
shroud of death would embrace our planct. The holo- 
caust would thus be programmed. ready to be triggered 


The ( aprtalest Powers Will Not Decade on Disarmament 
Themselves [subhead]) 


in order to make this program for miltarizeng space 
possible. the United States 1s urgeng the West European 
countries to steer thew publi research and the produc- 
ton of ther high-technology enterorises mm thes direc- 
thon. Al the same tome they are e couraging them to 


supply themecives with very high-technology conven- 


ment for close to Fr$00 bilhon We thus understand that 
the dominant capitalist countnes have done everything 
to umpede any real mitiative on drsarmament and that 
they are goung to do everything to try to block the process 


assure the maintenance of its power and the growth of its 
profits on a comtest of disarmament Already i +s seeking 
to adapt to thes eventuality But 1 1 not decoding and 


ment of soverengnty. The wee of French stomic weapons 
1s thus subcrdinate, Francon Mitterrand said caplicity. 
to approval from the German chancellor And the Parrs- 
Bonn axis 1s Clearly conceived as having to constitute the 
“European pillar of the Atlantic alhance.” The foreign 
policy of the French leaders not only conforms to the 
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trees. are used to pay the debt burden 


there Thanks to centuries of the labor. struggles, 
and efforts of our people. thanks also to rts exceptional 


And France’? All the resources cant for one to live 








gcograpinc setuatoon, rts clomate and wor!) own Count 
undeed posscsecs conmsdcrabic avects tt has become 4 


productivity standards im the world There have been 


Wterature, French theater, French conema, French telcvs 
won. What nches’ And yet of 1s thes Country, this socecty. 
thes people that capitalrem rs driving into a crisrs without 
end 


The Reasons for the Birth and Worsening of the Cries 
(subhead] 


During the 2 Sth Congress we analyzed the conditions 1m 
which thes crits was born and developed starting with 
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Wah ihe cocepteon. m tact. of the short wmiereal of 
1981-82, cur cowntry has for 20 years been suffcrong 
from the same poly as that conducted m the other 
captalt countres. ih « all at once ieading to the 
financial growth «f fortunes and capital m France. to 
ther redeplowmemt abroad to an cwer harsher pole 
agains: the workeng world and to the sactifice of produc - 
thon, research. and employment ** France. as cwers 
where clec, thes policy s ending om a fraswco The dectone 
% maseve, om the bawc indusirees as well as bagh-dewe! 
mndusines and services Whatever the cowntry s leaders 
may say ahowt ot, France's dechone 4 realty. and «on 
acceleratong om commecton eth the pragrever.o—more 
raped than cisco here—of the firmamcial Camcer 


The Program of the ( aprtalrst Forces [suthead] 


As the draft resolution pornts owt ~comfromed arth the 
corres, the bourgeorse m secheng solutvoms, but aleays 
with the same goal mereaw profits, accumulate more 
cagtal In order to manage that etele growth 1s stifled it 
needs additional means of caplorttaton Wt wants to 
subjugate the ehole worting world to the demands of 
financial profitability by remadetong the whole From h 
social structure and mmternational relatroms for thr pur. 
pose” 


The prelmnary discuwon at the congress of comrw 
revolved a great deal around thes exsential question ft 
was vital that « be so. and «om vetal to continue to 
increase our efforts to widely make known this program 
of the upper middie class In fact. all our reflection and 
start from there the immense danger 
which weighs on our people and our country Life « 
already quite difficult today but if we do not manage to 
prevent these plans from applied. it a certannty 
will become much more so erty has reappeared t 
will spread much more Unemployment and a prec arrows 
curstence are strekeng milhons of workers and they wll 
sirke many more of them Soceal protection m herng 
attacked. and t well dechne more 


4 Socrety of Widespread Overeaptortation and Worsen 
ing of All Inequalities |[subhead| 


We know the outhne of thes socecty of widespread 
overexploitation and the worsening of all inequalities 
which the caprtalest forces have decoded to set up m 
France At one pole of thes society, muillrons of farmsbes 
have to be pushed imto tragee poverty, deprived of 
employment worthy of the name. reduced to living from 
assistance and capedients Theor life setteng degraded 
towns cut off from the cities, with stores for paupers and 
budget shops specializing in the sale of low-quality 
products, where mmsecurity and volence would ren 
Alonguide this population, the various categornes of 
wage-carners, deprived of nghts and social protectron 
siruck more and more with the scourge of a precarrows 
exrstence, Mexrbility and motility [as published) would 
lwe on the fear of bewng rejected om the ranks of the mos 
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ompovershed Cfviowsl) sot everyhod, would caper 
chee poverty or even have to do evthowt somer bask 
necewehcs. but nohady would have the certainty of Being 
sheltered permanently from a recessson om hrs branch of 
activity of enterprise, and thus a reduction m sslary oF 
Geuenessal. AP that, of cowree, so that at the other pote of 
socecty. the capriairst class and its supporters comtenur to 
acurmulate Matant ecalth 


ome for the poor, deluer lodgings guarded by pri 
pole for the “wenners.” highly unsafe suburbs for the 
“losers.” @ culture worthy of as name for some. the 
world of the American [TV] seres. gambling and 
“puts” for the others... Who does not sce thes future 
looming on current developments” 


further aggravated sence 1986. the general aggression 
agains employment. mcome from work, democr etic 
reghts and social guarantees does not know any rewpric 
| do not have to lt before the congress the measures 
taken these past years which have plunged millions «' 
persons into privation and have considerably worsencc 
purchasing power unemploymen: and precarrousness 
of cxmtence Milhons of families, young people. the 
elderly and handicapped are surviving without rghts 
and without almost any resource The number of men 
women, and young people deprived of employment 
surpasses } S milhon A half a milhon of them have been 
unemploved for more than 2 years. those whom capital. 
mt logic condemn with the xy term “end of nght” [to 
unemployment compensation] Three and a half million 
wage-carners draw the SMIC [imteroccupatronal mun. 
mur growth wage), 2 5 millon have a salary even lower 
than thes level. In all, 8 milion persons have to live on 
jews than 50 francs a day Beyond that. a recent maquiry 
indicated that two-thirds of all nouseholds—as opposed 
to one half 10 years ago—ere forced to regularly umpose 
restrictions on themselves More than one househok’ out 
of four does without some food and almost as many 
sore of the expenses needed for the children Ten years 
ago only one household out of 20 was was forced to make 
such sacrifices 


A Creneral Offensive Against Freedoms |subhead|) 


Thes worsening of all mequaiities 1s accompanied by a 
general offensive against freedoms first. the freedom of 
chowe and of real participation of the citizens As the 
draft resolution mdicates, “all the other parties are 
endeavoring to caclude from the political debate the 
fundamental questions concerning the need for and 





FRANCE 


poset) of changeng wxcecty They eant te ace to a that 
the @hole poltwal feild «= covered by the forces of 
comseneus & fiver of the poly of captalem ~ We have 
vireweed that the scarch for the comsenews ental a 
retructuromg af the “center” of poltecal tefe and the 
metituteng of areal totalrtaranrem of the most comform- 
m and most reachonary sdeas Today some people matic 
a show of drscovering that potrta ai Ochate ms hwrmelatong 
and footrsh But thes devetopment nm not accedental ft rs 
a component of the reward of the poletecal landscagx 
hoch all the narhes croept ours are omplementing Mhe 
Amercamzation of French polrtecal ite — that: to say 
the stardom. ‘he sucoeewon of hollew “lettle phrascs.” 
the cuk of the “look” and marketing. the algeament of 
politecs to the rules of show Puseness — af! that has the 
am of leading to an mmdepth depolticization. to a 
progressive stifling of the very notion of crtuzen Every. 
thong os Gone so that the French are led to bebeewe that 
thew poletecal mnvolverment can only be bemeted to ther 
sole Partecypation on chectroms that these comsultateom 
have ‘he aom of choomeng 4 man and not a poly. and 
that the latter « af any fate powerless to reactive the 
cowntry s tug problems 


Democracy Is Threatened [suhhead) 


Thies operation, of very great extent. mm ehech aff the 
propaganda forces of comsenwes partcupate burdens 
democracy with heavy threats for the mockery and 
indifference with regard ty potrtics leaves the hands free 
for those who iknow what power « and cacrome a 
Behind the corcus games and the media “tricks” there 
the real politcs the mght-hand mer of the domuenant 
class, *he tugh apparatus of the state, the employers 
organizations winch, day after day. metecwlously and 
efficrentl, remade! French soactety accardeng to caprtalrst 
mmterests Behind the cacessive pervonahzatoon there is 
the strflong of democracy Behind a cancature of decen- 
tralization there are multople state branches ehech are so 
many trusteeships of the elected assemblies Behind the 
facade of “the state of law” there are the pole wrolence 
and the cal! for pudges to attack the most hase freedoms 
Behind the so-called “freedom of information” there isa 
frantic domestication of the tye media Behend the 
references to the advancement of the medivedual m 
soceety. there 1s the law of the mchest and the strongest 
Those @ho reset thi law are struck mercvlewsly As we 
know the attacks against freedoms and hurnan rights at 
the work place are particularly brutal and massive It was 
not some decades but only a few months ago that Syivec 
Views Joethe Soyer and others were divmesed because 
a medical treatment rendered them insufficrently pro- 
ductive om the eves of thew bows We also hawe to go far 
back om tome to find such repressson against trade-wnron 
and communist militants and repression im the «phere of 
the night to work 


We have on several cocawons epecified the multiple 
aspects of these serious aveaults | am not gorng back to 
them Let us wmply stress that cromrnal prowec utroms are 
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beng added more and more frequently to the harass. 
ments. the penahzauons and dismissals. More courts are 
berng called on to try wreproachable men and women 
The fundamental freedom, won by a hard-fought strug- 
gle and inscribed mm the Constniution, the mght to strike. 
1s berng seriously challenged today 


France s Soveresgnty Is Open to Question [subhcad) 


Finally. thes offensive against freedoms and democracy 
1s berng prolonged by a regular assault on our country’s 
soveresgnty. Thes ts truc, ‘ have shown, at the levels of 
foresygn and defense policy It ws truce at the financial, 
coonome, and monetary levels. The completion of the 
“great European market” from now until 1992 1 gong 
to left any barner to the movements of cap:tal. France is 
thus more than ever open to the big winds of speculation 
and financial operations. Profits will garn there But the 
recent stock-market crisis allows us to gauge ho « much 
thes decrsson can and will cost our economy. The Guach- 


the remodeled socecty which tig capital needs In the 
same perspective, Calvet, tne high-powered boss of the 
Peugeot group, announces that 1 will be necessary “to 
work lke brutes,” and the managing director of Renault 
foresees “a new level mm stringency ~ 


Convergent measures are berng taken in every country of 


of the Comrqunity, the 1992 deadline 1s gorng to put the 
workers of the various cowntnes into competition to 


FRANCE 


themsc!ves — Dbeheves All other pobstecsans are bring 
ong up thes prospect of receswon Thes os predictable not 
because the stock-market events foretell « — agarnet 
such a curse against nobody could do anything — bul 
because the Secrssoms made after these events are leading 
straight there, for three reasons. First, the tug caprialists 
have ust seen the value of them financial capital go down 
mamasuve way. The figure of a f2! of $1 S00 bilhon is 
put forward. How are they goig to try to recover thes 
enormous losses’ As always: by sicesseng austerity and 
dong avay with jobs. The comsegucncoes of the are 
kooen They are the dechne m comsumption by the 

> the fall of outlets, and thus the drop m coonomn 


actively 
A Soc! and Natrona! Disaster [subbead] 


A second factor which « pushing toward recession 
mflation. In order to uphold financial growth on the 
stock market and om currencies, the caprtalest countries 
are siarting massive mnyections of fresh money As much 
currency as the equivalent of a thowsand-franc mcreave 
mm salanes for 6 millon wage-carners and a year's defn 
of social security was c.cated in France within several 
weeks’ This money will not be used to finance mves. 
ments to produce more. these tens of billroms which have 
been myected are already being used to continue finan 
cral operations. They have fed vant outflows of capital 
speculating on the franc The results of thes are add) 
tonal inflationary pressures that are goung to cont: rhute 
to further increasing the drop in purchasing power and 
thus economic dectine 


Third, every capitalist power 1s going to try to make 
others pay for its difficulties. France. weakened by the 
policy of abandoning production, 1 on partecolar diffi 
culty. Our cowntry +s at the forefront for heoding toward 
recession. We have, mm ordes to characterize the cons. 
quences of the current chores, used the term “social and 
national disaster” 1: corresponds to reality to tic 
present situation and, even more. to the future that the 
Capitalist forces are promising France and its people 


An Immense Confrontation Is Pitteng the Forces of the 
Past With Those Which Are Setting Up a New World 
[subhead| 


One ceniral idea emerges from this whole description of 
the main lines of developments in the world and France 
ves the humanrst fight which the revolutronares of the 
moxcern cra have been conducting for ten centuries 
those who took the Bastille and proclarmed the nghis of 
man . the whole world, those who m the last century 
gave the proletariat the means to play its histori role 
those who opencd up a new cra in October of 1917 
those, from the fighters of the Paris Commune to those 
of republican Spann and the Chile of Popular t nity. who 
have been massacred, thaw who treemphed over 
Nazism. made the Chinese revolution. burlt socialrem on 
Cwha, Wherated Vietnam. pulled down Somora—thn 
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emancipating fight can know new and immense victo- 
mes. fustice, liberty, peace. these age-old hopes can 
become realities for man in our ume 


And if the penod which 1s opening up harbors such 
potentials, ut is first and fo.emost because the forces 
exist, on France and the worid, to demand and bring 
about such changes. These, as always, will not be brought 
about on their own. They clash head-on with the vital 
interests of the capstalist class which continues to dom- 
mate a large part of the world. Thus it is and will be 
necessary to impose them. To take new steps to disar- 
mament means to struggle against the policy of tension 
and overarmament of the capitalist powers. To establish 
new international relations and satisfy the mght to devel- 
opment means to struggle against imperialism’s policy of 
domination and pillage. And, here at home. to bring 
forth a positive solution to the crisis and to use France's 
immense material and human assets in the service of our 
people and our country, means carrying on a hard, bitter. 
extensive, determined struggle against a wily and pow- 
erful opponent, ready to do anything to satisfy his class 
interests. 


What characterizes the period opening up most funda- 
mentally 1s thus indeed this: an immense confrontation 
pitting the forces of the past with those which, little by 
little, are setting up a new world. In a country like ours. 
the capitalist forces, in order to integrate our people into 
the obyectives that they are pursuing within the scope of 
thes confrontation, devote themselves to making the 
people unaware not only of the exact terms, but the very 
exestence of this confrontation. It is necessary that the 
people not be aware of the real class motivations behind 
the current choices, not be aware that another policy 1s 
possibic. not be aware that the capitalist world in crisis 1s 
not the only civilized world, in short, not be aware of al! 
the immense possibilities emerging. 


Ill. The Solution Offered by the Communist Party's 
Policy [subhead] 


The Upper Classes Possess Considerable Resources [sub- 
head} 


The resources which the upper classes have at their 
disposal for censoring, for keeping mum and smug, are 
considerabic. First, there is television. This, we know, 1s 
at the center of enormous stakes for for the present and 
future. At the beginning of this report | mentioned the 
new communication technologies. They open up consid- 
erable possibilities for developing democracy, decentral- 
ization, culture, relations among people. Successive gov- 
ernments have devoted themselves to stifling these 
potentials, to see to it that audiovisual communications 
are controlled totally by the political and capitalist 
powers. The creation of [channel] Five by Lang, the 
privatization of TF by Leotard, the weakening of the 
public sector by one or the other, have thus created a 
“new audiovisual landscape” entirely subjected to the 
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law of financial profitability, within which mghtist jour- 
nalists and socialist journalists speak with the same 
vorce: that of resignation to the crisis, accommodation 
with capitalist policy, depoliticization, anticommunism. 


They will say to us: “Once again you're taking it out on 
the newspeople”” No. The French verify daily that they 
are made to play such a role. The audiovisual newspeo- 
ple do not stop referring to freedom of expression. But 
whoever says freedom says information and not censor- 
ship or self-censorship. whoever says freedom says plu- 
ralism and not monolithism, whoever say freedom says 
honesty and not distortion. If the newspeople do not 
possess this freedom, that independence, let them act to 
obtain them. They will have our support. 


The fact that television has become the privileged— 
often the only—source of information, entertainment, 
and culture for most of the families of our country 
should lead us to measure at the same time the risks of 
thes situation, but also the action possibilities which it 
harbors, for the profound debility of many programs, the 
growing gap between the image which television gives of 
reality and the concerns of the people, and the partiality 
of information, cause a lot of discontent. The nght to 
French television of quality, the mght to honest informa- 
tron, can become powerful popular demands. The Com- 
munists contribute to i for their part, as 1s witnessed by 
the initiatives as different as the running of gencral states 
of the culture or the creation by our party of the 
Commiuttee for Fighting for Pluralism and Truth on 
Radio and Television. 


Class Choices Common to the PS, RPR, and UDF 
[subhead] 


The dominant class also knows how to be able to include 
awareness about the country’s main political forces in its 
enterprise 0} manipulation. It is in the nature of things 
that big money can rely on the nght, whatever happens. 
The RPR and UDF are its parties. Chirac, Barre, Gise- 
ard, Leotard, and company are its men, its proxies by 
which it exercises political power. The politics of the 
right 1s the politics of money. We have already broadly 
explained the advantage which the upper classes derive 
from the development of Le Pen. As the draft resolution 
recalls it, “by always claiming more for capitalism, the 
National Front serves as an accelerator for implementing 
this policy.” It will doubtlessly be necessary to specify 
that this role is today more clearly perceived. The tough 
confrontation pitting Le Pen against Andre Layoinie has 
permitted exposing racism, his bellocity, his class hatred 
toward the working world. 


As for the Socialist leaders, we are not yielding to any 
polemic fervor by stressing that they are enrolling their 
action within the scope of the recomposition of political 
life which I have talked about. We note a political reality, 
which has not been imposed in a day, but which 1s the 
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result of changes of positions which these leaders have 
imprinted on their party since 1982. particularly during 
the 2 years of “cohabitation.” 


Asserting that, we are not saying that the Social:st Party 
iS a party of the right. The Socialist votcrs and the 
militants are not voters or militants of the nght. Many 
continue to refer to values of progres and find them- 
selves with the Corsmunists in the hustility toward the 


leaders of the Socialist Party, the RPR and UDF. 
A “Recentering™ in the Trade-Union Sphere [subhead] 


and employers in fact need the cooperation of the trade 
unions in implementing their plans, including at the 
West European level. That is why, since the organiza- 
tions which join this movement do not have the possi- 
bility of supplanting the CGT, numerous maneuvers are 
being launched, mainly the large-scale attempt brought 
about by the management of the FEN [National Educa- 
tion Federation] to make this latter a pole of trade-union 
grouping of the social-<democratic type. To foil this 
attempt which threatens the whole popular movement 
thus involves new progress by the CGT, in influence and 
organized forces. As Comrade Xavier Bordet stressed at 
the discussion forum, “the Communists in the CGT 
have to show themselves most resolute for a strengthen- 
ing of class and mass unionism. It is an essential factor in 
today's fight.” That also involves the union members at 
the FEN rejecting the role which one wants their orga- 
nization to play, and this is, of course, the case of the 
Communists, making their will heard loud and clear. 
Faced with the attacks school and research are undergo- 
ing. the time is not for division, but for response from 
the personnel concerned, starting with the trade union 
which groups them together. 


The “Slide to the Right™ Remains a Reality (subhead] 


Finally, to their propaganda resources and the political 
and trade-union forces on which they can rely, it is 
necessary to add a third asset to the capitalist forces, 
which is not the least: the current state of the social body 
and, within it, the popular movement. The draft resolu- 
tion notes that “since 1981 class awareness, the ideas 
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and values of progress, have declined. The policy of 
austerity, in expernence felt to be more and more intol- 
erable, 1s being massively regarded as inevitable. For 
milhons of people, the prospect of a change of policy has 
grown dim.” What “ommunist militant, engaged in the 
field in protest or pulitical action, has not run into these 
obstacies? What we have called the “slide to the nght™ 
remains a reality. Do we bear the respor ibility for this? 
Were we wrong, from 1981 to 1986, to put the upholding 
of popular and national interests before any other con- 
sideration? Should we have yielded to opportunism by 
aligning ourselves with the Socialist Party's turnarounds, 
since it was the strongest? We reply: No. We have never 
compromised with capitalist policy and we will never do 
so. For all that, we do not regard those who vote 
Communist, indeed the adherents of our party, who did 
not approve of our action at the time, as adversanes. We 
are not embittered people who curse mankind. We are 
communists — that is to say, revolutionanes who are 
starting from reality as it is in order to transform it. 


This reality is that of an historic expenence particular to 
our country. The latter has seen, lasting 20 years, the 
wish for change grow around one objective: an electoral 
victory of the leftist parties united around one common 
program for governing. We copiously explained it during 
our last congresses: This strategy, of which we have taken 


movement by subordinating its involvement to the elec- 
tion calendar, it evacuated the fundamental question of 
the contents of the changes indispensabie for bringing 
about a solution to the crisis, it blurred the differences 
between our party and the Socialist Party, thus facilitat- 
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and must be given up. Why should we be surprised if, 
from this overall weakening of the transforming move- 
ment, the party which identifies wholly with the struggle 
for change has particularly suffered” 


Why the Communist Party Is Standing Firm [subhead] 


But everyone has the feeling that this period, as recent as 
it 1s, 18 already part of the past. And today, at the time 
when the nght's most antisocial measures are being put 
into practice one after the other, when the jumble of 
“centrist” conformity seems to wipe out any critical 
idea, when so many politicians mark out the same 
maddening way to be followed. the Communist Party's 
message is finally quite simple: Faced with all that, it is 
standing firm. To those who are suffering, to those who 
are outraged, to those who are worried and wonder, the 
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Communists say: “To push off what is being imposed on 
you, to seek together how to do things differently, we are 
there. We hold out our hand to you. You can count on 
us.” 


We wiil be told: “You are alone in holding firm to this 
position’ That is a fact. But must that be used as an 
argument against us’? Confronted with the problem 
which our people face, either accept or reject sinking into 
the crisis, everyone has his responsibilities. It 1s not we 
who are forcing the other political forces to choose a way 
which can only lead to the social and national disaster | 
have described. Their choice does not make us happy. 
But it cannot lead us to modify ours 


The Party of the Working Class [subhead] 


Nothing mysterious about that. If one can be certain that 
the Communist Party, which has never changed camps, 
never will change them, it 1s because this 1s determined 
once and for all: The Communist Party is the party of the 
working class. One can be sure that, whatever happens, 
we will always fight capitalist policy because we are the 
party of the class whose .nterests are irreconcilable with 
those ef the upper classes; the party of the class whose 
“histone mission,” as Marx demonstrated, “is to revo- 
lutwonize the means of production and finally abolish 
classes.” | can already hear the comments of our adver- 
saries with regard to this self-evident reaffirmation 
“exacerbated dogmatism. laborite incantations, archaic 
ideology.” And we will surely hear others from them.... 
Perhaps they will try to “prove” once more that the 
working class 1s a disappearing species, condemned by 
modernization” Let us recall regarding this, as we did 
during the May 1986 session of the Central Committe, 
that “today as yesterday, all those who, within the 
framework of producing material wealth, participate in 
the collective of workers who create items and value and 
who do not possess the means of production, are part of 
the working class.” It is thus made up of those who 
remain the most exploited: laborers, skilled and 
unskilled workers, as well as technicians in their largest 
number, clerks, and engincers. That is to say that new 
productive functions not only do not restrict, but 
enlarge, the place of the working class. The latter's 
weight in the population is more important than it has 
ever been. 


Let us look at things more concretely. The working class 
are those workers on whom are applied these new forms 
of exploitation which create a precariouss existence, 
flexibility and mobility; they are those who are thrown 
into unemployment or, on the contrary, those whom 
employers want to keep after age 60, those who know a 
precarious existence with small salanes and then meager 
pensions, those who are condemned to infernal [produc- 
tion] rates, to tiresome and repetitive jobs, those who are 
bullied, silenced, repressed; those whose children suffer 
school failure the most; those for whom the least good 


ity, amy advancement, any possibility of training for 
technical progress and knowing how to 
place oneself in the workers’ collective, those who f"*- 
suffer the consequences of diverting scientific and 
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To Be Modern Is To Place Oneself on This Side im the 
Class Struggle [subhead] 


a new popular majority rallying. This policy is pro- 
forces, which have come out divided and weakened from 


change. | stress two important aspects of this political 
prospect which we propose. 


A Unitary Rallying Approach [subhead] 


First — it is quite clear — it involves 4 unitary approach 
for rallying. Our objective, as we said at the 25th 
Congress, is a rallying “going quite beyond the political 
majorities which have cxisted in the pasi. And we note 
in our draft resolution that “the potential bases for 
rallying to resist capitalist policy are broadening.” All 
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our action thus aims al overcoming the major contradic- 
tion which we, and all the popular forces with us. are 
running up against: Capitalest policy clashes with the 
interests of the immense majority of the population and 
thus increases the rallying potentials. But this policy, by 
the very movement which tt imparts on society and the 
conditions in which it 1s applied, reinforces resignation, 
furthers the decline of d-mocratx positions, increases 
the discouragement and splitting up of the popular 
movement. Being driven into the crisis broadens the 
rallying bases to get out of it; but 1 does not create this 


To beat, as we want to, the dominant trend — that 1s, the 
passive acceptance of all blows im the name of inevita- 
bility — thus requires a lot of effort. As the draft 
resolution stresses, “this approach requires of the com- 
munists a great ability for listening and giving consider- 


who are far from it—join or are tempted to join the 
action. Among them we of course find voters, but also 
mittents or «ected persons from other parties. Some 
connie have some fears about this. We cannot help 
but understand them. We have suffered too many mach- 
mations and deceits to be naive. But should this clear 
awareness lead us to be reluctant about the possibilities 
of broadening joint action when they present them- 
selves’ One can always tell oneself that, by jomung a 
Struggle directed against policy which in fact has its 
support, such and such party or such and such militant of 
that party 1s being given the means to deceive the people 
once again. and of course that, in developing the action. 
the takeover attempts are not lacking! But developing the 
action — 1s that the choice, the goal of these political 
forces’ No. Their goal, as | have shown, is to convince 
the French of the inescapability of the austerity policy 
What tallies with their wishes, what definitely guarantees 
them the retention of their grip over the French, 1s the 
resignation, the wait-and-see attitude, the division of the 
popular forces. The worst is passiveness, it 1s urgent to 
answer back. Let us thus do everything so that the latter 
response 1s as extensive and strong as possible 


One Sole Criterion: the People’s and Country's Interest 
[subhead] 


Let ws repeat it: We are obviously proud that our party is 
the one which does not back off when the big moncy 
forces have scored so many points. But our policy 1s not 
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to seck to profit from this situation im order to take all 
the credit, 1 1s to do everything to change this situation 
and open up a new prospect in the struggle for transfor- 
mation. That 1s what determines our attitude, what 
determines ut always and in all cases. We will contribute 
to everything which goes in the dierction of this objec- 
tive, we will fight everything that goes against 1. To go 
far this way to change society’ We are ready for u. To 
only go part of the way om this direction, to impose a 
demand. a decline in government and employers’ power” 
We will reply “present.” As soon as it involves acting in 
the service of popular and national imterests, we are 
available with all those who want 1. We are not secking 
to decide in the place of the people. we make their 
slogans and their forms of action ours while at the same 
tome, al any Moment, we remain totally communists 
with our appropriate intervention and consistency We 
do not try to stifle or take over struggles. That 1s why we 
make and will make “the difference.” as they say, with 
the other social and political forces, especially — since 
thes care 1s normally cxpressed — with the Socialist 
Party. 


It 1s indeed necessary to see that thes party 1s no longer 
fighting on the same field as in 1981. Basically, its record 
of that period was what a man like Juquin 1s currently 


moncy. He explains that it 1s necessary to introduce new 


failure— this behavior was that of the Socialist Party 
yesterday. It is no longer its 
difference between it and us is 
question of the means for a change to 
refer cach other. It is based on the policy change 
We are for it, it 1s against it 


Moreover, in breaking with the policy that was ours from 


the people and country. Let those who want to go in this 
direction do so, they will find us at their sides. For our 
part, we have no other wmbition than to be the best in the 
field to sweep away the obstacles holding up the unity of 
all forces in the action and to contribute, according to 
our means, to leading the struggles to success. 


Indissociably: “Unity for Defending Ourselves” and 
“Unity for Changing Things” [subhead] 











such or such measure, it 1s often necessary to prove that 


hier- 
archy between them, and it 1s by achieving both of them 
better that we will rally more broadly. We say: “Unity for 
changing things’ and first, indissociably, “Unity for 
defending ourselves.'” 


1. Unity for Defending Ourselves! [subhead] 


decline.” To all those who are suffering from this policy, 
we say, as Andre Lajoinie’s posters proclaim: “No ques- 
tion of letting ut be done’ We justify this unitary and 
combative attitude for two essential reasons. 


It ls Our Role To Defend All the Victims of Capitalist 
Policy [subhead] 


First, it is our role to defend all the victims of capitalist 
policy. The Communist Party is made for that. Since its 
creation, its militants and its elected members have 
always been in the forefront of the struggle for defending 
the workers, especially the most among them 
Not to be incensed by the fate which has been dealt them 
is not to be communist. The words which Jean Kanapa 
uttered right here in 1976 im presenting the text — in 
some ways the founding text of our current approach — 
{of} the resolution of the 22d Congress, speak to us at 
present: “Every Communist, “ he stated, “gauges well 
the importance there 1s in our party's assertion that it 1s 
— and not only in words but in practice — the party of 
the Suman person, the party of good law, of justice, of 
fraternity, of generosity, of tidiness (...).and kindness, 
comrades”, he added, “quite simply kindness, would 
that be a value which this rapacious, cruel, merciless 


bourgeoisie could clanm”” 


To accord the priority, as we must do, to the active, 
fraternal defense in solidarity of those who only have 


their work to live on, we ¢ ' need to force ourselves: 
It 18 enough to be ourse | today when the whole 
working world is subjc ve gigantic aggression | 
have described, nothing « could come before the 
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stubborn action to repel this assault. Everything shows 
us that the posssbrlitees carst for achreving considerable 
success mm this direction. The draft resolution mghily 
observes im this connection that “many of those who 
share the dominant ideas reject their implications when 
they concern them directly.” Yes, that's mght, the current 
level of the popular movement: The bourgeoisie has 
scored points, but there are considerable potentials for 
protest, demands, and unity im the oction. 


No Precondition of Any Kind for Joint Action [subhead]} 


That 1s why, the draft resolution adds, “the Communists 
ere on the sides of millions of people who, whatever their 
opimions are. can no longer be subjected to capitalist 
policy.” | stress: “whatever their opimons are.” We have 
ideas, and precise ideas, on the solutions to be brought 
about. We must seize all opportunities to make them 
known and approved. Bul we are not waiting for those 
whom we are addressing to be convinced of their sound- 
ness in order to act with them to push back the difficul- 
tees thet they are encountering. There 1s no final exam, 
no precondition of any kind for jornt action. We will be 
told: “You are the party of malcontents.” If by that is 
meant “You do not propose anything,” of course that is 
wrong. But if that means those who are discontented 
with the fate dealt them can be sure of finding with our 
party the echo of their protests, of their anger, of their 
revolt — yes, that formula fits us We are not ashamed of 


“being anti.” 


Let us gauge — in order to put them into practice better 
— the considerable possibilities which such a concept 
harbors. Capitalist policy 1s today causing upheavals, in 
many respects real cataclysms, in everything that makes 
people's lives: in their wages, their jobs, their working 
conditions, their social benefits, their nights, their styles 
of consumption, and even their manner of living, their 
cultural habits, their relations with others. Each of these 
assaults, these challenges, can become the ferment of 
anger, protests, rallying struggles, and be expressed by 
serious reverses for the forces of big money. 


Meeting the Working Class, Unemployed, Families of 
the People [subhead] 


We are first gowng to mect those whose party we are: the 
working class. I have brought out the ever more impor- 
tant weight it has in the population. We address our- 
selves to the most exploited, to the 6 million workers and 
clerks who have less than Fr4,000 a month to live on, to 
all the professional and skilled workers whose salaries 
are being leveled downward, to all those who are being 
subjected to intensified exploration, a general assault 
against their nghts and benefits, more and more unbear- 
able working conditions. We address ourselves to the 
white-collar workers, who are now close to 5 million, 
more than 3.5 millon of whom are women, faced more 
and more with a precarious existence, with salary, train- 
ing, and career development ineq salities, compelled to 
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do gruciling tasks, and victims of massive job abolish- 
ments. We address ourselves to the technicians, mana- 
genal personnel, engineers, whose number and place 1s 
growing in society, and who not only are subjected to a 
net decline in their purchasing power, but who sec 
themselves refused the means of the more collective, less 
constraining, fulfilling work which modern technologies 
can permit. We address all — men and women, French 
and immigrants, laborers, clerks and managers — in 
order to contribute to the most vigorous cxpression 
possible of their rejection of the assaults which they 
suffer. And we do it with the permanent concern for 
furthering the working class, rallying all the workers in 
the action against their common opponents. 


Where can we lead this struggle best, the most effective- 
ly, except to the very heart of the class struggle, the 
enterprise” To be sure, the difficulties of setting up our 
party and its life there are real. The precarious, mobile 
situation and repression constitute undeniable obstacles. 
That is more reason to carry out more rigorous efforts 
because, as has always been the case, the blossoming of 
the movement depends a good deal on the entrenchment 
of the political struggles in the very localities of capitalist 
exploitation. It 1s thus a matter of doing more and doing 
better: to address ourselves everywhere, in all the enter- 
prises, under adapted forms, to all those who constitute 
the working class and the world of labor today. 


Al the same time, in every town, in every quarter, we are 
going to meet those who are struck by the ravages of 
unemployment. Our party 1s the only one to regard this 
tragedy not as the “evil of the century” for which there 
should be pity, but as the unacceptable result of a policy, 
the only one which calls on the workers who are deprived 
of jobs to shout their anger loud and clear; the only one 
which devotes all its efforts to thwarting the attempts at 
dividing and mutually blaming the wage-carners and 
unemployed, and to clear the path for their solidarity 
and joint action. 


There are many among the unemployed who, with their 
families, are being plunged into destitution. For a long 
time our opponents have tried to deny the existence of 
poverty and have called us “miserabilists” [those who 
focus and capitalize on life's more miserable aspects) 
because we broke their wall of silence. But, today, the 
conditions of distress are so numerous that it has become 
impossible to hide them. More . as I have 
shown, the condition of all the people's families is being 
degraded. The future of children is more and more a 
source of anguish, while disease, unemployment, old age, 
and the least incidental expense are dreaded. Millions of 
people are thus vitally interested in seeing poverty really 
fought, rents lowered, social security defended, the taxa- 
bility of family allowances rejected. We call on them, 
everywhere, to act with us to make these demands. 


We are the Party of Youth [subhead] 
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We are the party of youth. We have said 11 1s through the 
present young gencration thal the upper classes have 
decided to bring about the remodeling of society. School 
failure, TUC, SIVP [expansions unknown), phoncy 
traming courses, long penods of uncmploymer: low- 
rate salanes — such 1s the common fate of mulinons of 
young people today. We are acting with them so that they 
may rally effectively and reject this old capitalist world 
which 1s breaking their lives even betore they have lived 
them. We have the same attitude with regard to high 
school and college students faced with selecting moncy, 
with the inequalities in the mght to studies, with an 
education which government power and employers want 
to put directly under their thumbs. They have shown 
their ability to struggle and obtain success these past 
months. They have not lacked and will not lack the 
solidarity of the Communists 


A year ago we decided to “turn the party toward young 
people, to be with them in the action against the prob- 
lems assailing them, to do everything necessary for them 
to take their whole place in national life, in the struggles 
of our people, to discuss with them the prospects that it 
1s possible to open up for the future of our country and 
the world, for their future.” We gauge today that, where 
our organizations are addressing youth with confidence 
and frankness, we are advancing, as the large number of 
young people — 25,000 — joining our party indicates, 
and we are contributing to developing the struggles. We 
have made some progress, and our relations with many 
young people are better today. But those are only quite 
first steps. It 1s the whole party, all the cells, which must 
address young people and welcome them. At the same 
time, the considerable progress in interest, in the ability 
to rally, in the organized forces of the Communist Youth 
Movement takes on great importance. More than ever, 
the party's organizations at all levels must give Commu- 
nist youth and Communist students the attention and 
continuous support they need. 


Allow me to mention in particular the young people from 
immigrant families. There are 2 million of them less than 
25 years old. Among them, 850,000 have already 
acquired French nationality. On the average, school 
selection, unemployment, and a precarious existence 
affect them more even harshly than the other young 
people. Racism makes them its favored target. None of 
the discriminations which grievously mark the France of 
today spare them. Some insult them, others court them 
for electi ing purposes. We speak to them in the 
language of the brotherhood of struggle. We say to them: 
“For you as for the other exploited ones, there is no 
solution, no possibility of making your nghts and dignity 
recognized outside of the class struggle. The workers’ 
movement has been given a political organization for 
leading this struggle: It is the Communist Party. It is 
wide open to you. You will not make yourself heard 
without it, and it will not be the party of the French 
working class tomorrow without you.” “Enough of being 
subjugated,” 130 young people from Vigneux recently 
shouted together upon joining our party. That is the call 
we are sending them. 
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We Are the Party of Women’s Liberation [subhead] 


We are the women’s liberation party, which puts satis- 
fying the demand for equality at the forefront of is 
objectives. The supporters of the austerity policy explain 
to the women who demand the nght to work and the 
right to a happy family life at the same time that they will 
have to choose one or the other: either employment or 
the happiness of their marriage and their children. Those 
who do not resign themselves to that are offered flexibil- 
ity, precaniousness, and part time [work] as the only 
means to reconcile professional life and family life. 
These campaigns of placing the blame on women are 
revolting. It 1s not by aggravating the inequalities in work 
and society, condemning women to night or weekend 
work, to “petty jobs” and pathetic wages, that they will 
be permitted to assure their happiness and that of their 
families. For them as for all the victims of capitalist 
policy, there ts only one way out: “Unite im action.” As 
we said at the Zenith [as published] rally in March of 
1987, “Feminism is not dead’ Today, as yesterday, the 
demands of women are indispensable levers in develop- 
ing the popular movement. 


We Address All Those Whom Capitalist Policy Is Affect- 
ing [subhead] 


We are the party which calls on the intellectuals to 
commit themselves in greater numbers to the action 
against the crisis. While unprecedented possibilities for 
the blossoming of society's personalities and progress are 
opening up, the capitalist choices are finding expression 
in a still more extensive alienation of individuals, a more 
restricted subjugation of intellectual production. of 
everything which touches on knowledge, imagination. 
values. Already a number of teachers, scientists, 
researchers, creative people, artists, are finding the echo 
of their own wornes in our reflections and action and are 
on our side when it comes to working for peace, culture, 
against school failure, against repression in enterprises. 
It is a great richness of the Communist Party to count 
some tens of thousands of intellectuals of every disci- 
pline among its militants. Let us not hide the fact that a 
lot of effort remains to be made to rally them even more 
in the action against current policy, in order to change 
society. 


We are the party which defends retirees and carly 
retirees, and which addresses them, whom the policy of 
austerity throws back into a life of deprivation after 
years of work. With them, we oppose insufficient pen- 
sions, the challenge to their mghts, the dismantling of 
retirement systems, the abolishment of 109 perceni 
reimbursement of medical expenses. 


We are the party which addresses the small and medium 
farmers, those whose income does not stop falling, 
contrary to the claims of rigged statistics, those who are 
indebted up to their necks, those who are prevented from 
producing, whose production is destroyed, and who are 
heavily penalized as soon as the harvest or collection 
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surpasses the quotas planned by Brusscis. Young peropic 
who dream of sctting themscives up and before whom 
are placed considerable financial and administrative 
obstacles. The wives of farmers who aspire to see their 
rights recognized. 


Finally, we are the party which addresses crafismen and 
shopkeepers who are forced to clear out, while they play 
an uwreplaceable role at the cconomuec level and im the 


social organization of our country. 


It so happened im the preluminary discussion that some 
comrades claim we have “a unanimuist vision™ of the 


rally for which we are acting. As we see, this reproach is 
unfounded: Not all those whom I have just mentioned 
are affected by capitalist policy on the same way, far from 
it. But all are affected by it. And it 1s to all whom we are 


addressing ourselves. 


To Seize Everywhere the Possibilities for Dialogue and 
Unity in Action [subhead] 


Are we the only ones to alert opimon about the unbear- 
able future which the upper classes are building? No. In 
most of the capitalist countries, social and political 
forces, churches, intellectuals. 
observation as we are about the worsening 
mequalities, the attacks on freedoms, the dangers of 
it «8 particularly truc, of course, of thes last problem 
it 1s also true of the others. 


ment entitled “Economic Justice for All.” We read there: 
“The gap between nich and poor in our country has been 
widened in the course of the last 10 years. “No economy 


reasons for which they are not responsible.” 
“Human nghts include not only civil and political nghts, 
but also economic nghts. That means that when men do 
not have the possibility of carning their living and have 
to be hungry and without a home. they are being denied 
fundamental nghts 


These basic questions about where society 1s heading in 
the capitalist world, asked by the American bishops and 
also, cach in their way, the German Greens, the British 
Labourites, or several European trade unions, are asked 
by only one political force mm France: the Communist 
Party. For all that, we are not being isolated in our 
country. “We cannot al‘ow,” the Episcopal Commission 
of the Working World has just declared, “a society at 
several speeds. nor the :deological justifications given for 
that. Some are abandoned to 4 precarious existence, 
edged out, rejected because [of being] foreigners, sacrifi- 
cial victims, assisted by some compensations, appealing 
to charity,” the bishops note. “Others are dynamic 
performers. It is,” they conclude, “a socrety which favors 
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some and which comes to terms with segregative struc- 
tures under the pretest of realiom.” Perhaps we will not 
be in agreement with all the solutions to be provided. but 
we are with the observation and the rejection 1 leads to 


How many are those who only want such a society to be 
set up. who are wormed about scemmg an imcrease in 
poverty, racism. violence. al! those flaws of American 
society which had up to now spared our country’ How 
many are those who note that everything which makes 
France France---its independence as a ration, the per- 
sonality of its people, im the course of so many 
struggles, ihe !:'¢ and onginality of its regions, its men- 
talitees, sts traditions, its art of living. 1ts culture—all that 
1s on danger and could disappear’? How many do not 
accept it? No doubt we have a long way to go im seizing 
all the possibilities for dialogue and unity im action 
which casst in some fields and with more and more 
diverse people. Let us try not to pass up any of these 
possibilities. 


To Struggle and Win Is To She-w That Other Chomwes Are 
Possible [subhead! 


We do not accept the evi! which is being done to our 
people and country. That ts thus the first reason for our 
attitude of total and resolute opposition. There is a 
second reason: It 1s by rallying im the action against 
cap:talist policy that conditions will be created for the 
change tor which we are working, for, in order to rally 
around the solutsons we are putting forth, 11 1s obviously 
necessary to @/nonstrate the validity of these propos- 
als—I'm goirs to come to that. But the obstacle we first 
encounter 1s directly political. “Maybe you are night, but 
you won't get there, you are too weak and the others too 
strong.” we are told in the way of objection. This 
objection 1s not only the result of our opponents’ propa- 
ganda, it echoes a real. fundamental political question 
Yes, another relationship of the forces in the country is 
necessary for the change to be achieved. If the popular 
forces let themselves be divided and discouraged, the big 
money forces will continue to impose their will, But if 
those who want to defend themselves and change things 
rally together with the Communists in the action — and. 
when the time arrives, in voting for Andre Lajyoinse — 
they will push back their opponents and pul them in 
check 


Experience proves that. Monory und Devaguet had 
sworn they would not give in to the students. The bosses 
had sworn they would not reinstate Alain Clavaud, 
Laurent Gabaroum, Sylvie Plessis, Viviane Parade, or 
Hubert Caries. South Africa had sworn would not 
return Prerre-Andre Alberton. Chirac had sworn he 
would not go back on the rent imcreases in the Paris 
HLM [Low-Cost Housing Program] Longuct had sworn 
that the PTT reform would be applied at the given 
moment Pasqua had sworn that Serge Mitolo would not 
remain in France. Each tome they had to give im, because 
cach time the popular movement was sufficiently exaten- 
sive and determined and because ultimately everything 


FRANCE 


depends on ut. We have, to be sure, many arguments to 
show, as our draft resclutson strongly affirms, that 
“nothing has been settled. But for those who struggic and 
win, such capenences are worth more than a hundred 
speeches, because to repel an attack by the regime and 
bosses, to umpose a demand on them, in short. to force 
them to do something other than what they wanted. 1s to 
demonstrate that other chosces are possible in life. 


2. Unity to Change Things [subhead] 


These other chones are another policy, another [govern- 
ment] power, another soceety. Another policy because 
the one which has been appleed for 20 years 1s the cause 
of the current difficulties and because its continuation is 
plunging our country into a criss without end. Without 
change, no way out’ Another power because those who 
have been holding « for so many years are entirely 
dedicated to capitalist polocy. To change 1s to chase away 
the nght. In order to implement a truly new policy, a 
government, a majority for change, 1s needed. Finally, 
another society because the crvses 1s thai of the caprtalrst 
system itself, There are thus no real solutions but anti- 
capitalist ones. It 1s necessary to build, by a democratic 
way, a society which 1s itself democratic, self-managing. 
socialism in the French manner 


Our Draft Society: Socaleem im the French Manner 
[subhead] 


“Of course,” our draft program nghily observes, “we are 
not at the point where a majority of French will cxpress 
themselves in favor of socialrsm in our country. And yet, 
this society constitutes the answer to today’s grave 
problems as they are presented in our country.” Since 
1976, each of our congresses has allowed us to make 
headway in our reflection on the contents of our draft 
society and the central place it holds in the definition of 
our policy. The 25th Congress specified its main themes 
while noting that “there could be no question of confin- 
ing beforehand in a completed outline that which will be 
a progressive build-up in the struggle: “We are working 
for a society of pustice and full employment, of economic 
growth based on satisfying needs, of a blooming of 
liberties and democracy, 1 society using screntific and 
technical progress in the service of man, assuring the 
development of culture and creativity, furthering the 
establishment of new human relations. 


While capitalist policy ts dooming France to decline, 
while the problem of the very finalities of this capitalist 
society, more and more unbearable and inhuman, is 
facing us, it 1s absolutely essential that our party contin. 
vously give this light to its struggle. This 1s particularly 
necessary vis-a-vis young people, for whom the questions 
about the future are naturally taking a dominating place 
From this point of view, ts might that the drafi 
resolution should make reference to “our ideal of com- 
mon happiness, communinm.” Even if we must, of 
course, always make an effort to specify and enrich the 
contents of our draft soceety, | think we can say that we 











For a Majority, a Government of Change [subhead] 


realization from the current situation; for, since 1986, 
the right and the extreme night have been in the majority 
in the country. And the Socialist Party wants neither this 
change nor this unity. | have already definitely shown 
that it wants the opposite the pursuit of the policy of the 
right and alliance with a party of the latter. 
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To change the course of things. escape from the program 
of the big moncy forces thus entails a consderabic 
modification of the current relationship of political 
forces: the decline of the mght and the progress of the 
force involving thrs new majornty popular rally which 
our party 1s. It 1s, on fact, a question of common sense, of 
simple logic: For the popular movement to umpose a new 
unity for change. « 1 necessary for this demand to be 
become irresistible, whoch requires ihe force that 1s is 
carrer, the pole of this new rally, the Communsst Party, 
to exercise an outstanding influence in the country. 


The question of the rise of our influence 1% thus not a 
partisan question, a question which concerns only the 
Communists. It 1s the condition for change. This prob- 
lem 18 presented to all those who do not accept the policy 
of Chirac and Barre, notably the voters of the lefi, the 
socialist voters. They can continue to tell themscives 
they are leftists while voting Socialist, but the only hope 
for them to transform what 1s no longer just an abstract 
reference into living reality, the only means for actually 
seeing a leftist policy put into practice, 1s to rally with the 
Communists im action and vote 


A New Policy: The Communist Party's Program [sub- 
head} 


Of course we ask those to whom we pose this problem 
not to commit themscives lightly and im a fog. We are 
explaining to them precisely what we propose to change 
and how. It is the whole meaning of the important 
mutiative that our congress 1s going to take the adoption 
of the party's program. It is the first tome in more than 15 
years that we are working out such a document. In 1971, 
with “Changing Course,” we had concretely defined the 
policy which we were proposing for France at the time. 
This document was placed within the framework of the 
negotiation of the left's jot program, which we con- 
cluded a year later and which then became our program 


As is known, the program stumbled im 1977 on the 
Socialist Party's refusal to update it in order to keep its 
contents for change. That was 10 years ago. We have 
since, of course, worked out some proposals. We some- 
umes them together, as was the case during the 
1981 and 1986 election periods. Bul we were not able to 
explain in its coherence the policy which we propose for 
France in a simple and popular way. This shortcoming 
has now been made up. 


Our Democratic Approach |subhead] 


For some weeks, months, the communists have been 
discussing cach of the measures they are now going to 


tions—have been made in this discussion and are going 
to be examined by the congress. Adopted at the conclu- 
sion of this ummense effort of reflection, creation, inno- 
vation, our program 1s thus going to be the work of all the 
Communists 
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our country ito crisis. We have thought up other 
solutions. They fit into three words: justice, liberty. 
peace. We defined some hundreds of proposals in 


gram has the aim, in echoing the various worres of the 
French, of showing that these [wornes] are not opposite, 
but that on the contrary their solution calls for the same 
struggle for change. 


An Asset for Our Action and a Revealer of the Obstactes 


time, it already acts as a revealer of the obstacles which 
we have to surmount, because, to the extent 
make up our minds not to be vague not to 


change in general, but to suggest, point by point, 


z 


austerity policy 1s massively considered inevitable And 
let ws not skort this difficulty by such or such artifice. ht 
is real, and it i wmpossible for a party like ours to 
progress if we do not overcome it 


2 
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Full employment. the SMIC at 6.000 francs. the muncresec 


tedious tasks, the mght to health [care], culture, sports. 
the lowering of rents — 1s all that possible” By sticking to 


today. Let us not try © dodge this question, on 
contrary, let's take t head-on. The documert which 
are going to adopt 1s wholly conceived for that 

We Want Justice’ [subhead) 


Of course, it 1% not a matter for me to deal with all our 
proposals within the framework of this report. | will 


the money”. we are asked. We reply 


The Moncey Exists [subhead) 


First, the money exists, as of now. Thus, the democratic 
taxation reform which we propose—i ¢ the measures for 
reducing and eliminating taxes which we are formulating 
for some, joined with those of increasing taxation for 
others—would permit freeing more than 100 billion 
current francs. By way of example, that ts the equivalent 
of the cost of constructing | $0,000 new dwellings and the 
rehabilitation of 100,000 old dwellimgs. 


should be used in the service of coonomic and social 
stimulation With the money that was injyected or spent 
between 20 October and 15 November to support the 
stock market and the franc and to guarantee the stake of 
speculators. we could have financed all at the same time 
1,000 francs in salary mncrease for a year for the 6 milhon 
wage-carners who currently carn the SMIC of less than 
the SMIC. the social security deficit, and a minimum 
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monthly allowance of 3,000 francs for a year for homes 
of persons alone without resources. Finally. Andre Lajov- 


To devote the resources currently wasted im accumulat- 
img mches and arms to satesfying needs is thus the first 
means of financing the measures which we propose 
There 1s a second one. | indicated a lithe while ago that 


thus necessary, conversely, to increase outlets by rarsing 
salaries and the progress of social welfare mghts That 
the whole direction of our policy. Social justice is the 
condition for economac efficiency. 


It Is Necessary To Make Some Growth [subhead] 


second requirement, it is necessary to democratize the 


them im order to discourage financial and speculative 
growth — all that requires the transparent and demo- 
cratic control of funds. 


services. Faced with the practices of exacerbated compe- 
tron whech enterprises carry on to the detriment of cach 
other, faced with the plundering of public services, we 
propose mutual aid to capand and modernize produc- 
won, Create new outlets, reduce costs. 1s the guar- 
antee of a new efficrency 


? 


Warding Off the Threats Tied to 1992 [subhead] 


Regarding this, an argument «% more and more fre- 
quently brought up in order to contradict our proposals 
Europe. “1992 1s coming and you are proposing withdr- 
waing imto the Hesagon [ic France|.” «= beard We 

Yes. we are wncompromiung defenders of 
France's independence. Yes, we are alerting the French 
to the seriousness of the threats which the prospect of 
1992 bring on us. This time-frame is already being 
brought up by the advocates of the austenty policy as the 
supreme argument to justify all the measures of aggra- 
vation and cxplonation. They say © necessary to 
accept everything because 1992 wmposes it 


: 
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propose France's withdrawal into itself and neither we 
do propose its withdrawal into “the Europe of 1992 "On 
this subject, there are continual mentions of “united 














Europe.” the “European peoples. European civiliza- 
hon.” They say 199) will mark the end of the “division 
of Europe.” But what are they talking about” About |) 
European countnes out of 34’ 


| 
| 
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Tolstoy, Dostoyevski, Schubert, Wagner, Tchaikovsky 
Freud, Kafka, . Elsa Triolet, and Mane Cure 
as ammnong its own” 


FRANCE 


for Defending Freedoms and Human Rights the Young 
Communrst Youth Movement. our clected officials and 
our press were mmvaluably engaged m the battle We 
contnbuted to motulizing tens of thousands of men. 
women, young people. That ss how the official wall of 
silence was able to be broken. how the progressive forces 
were alerted and the country's leaders made to face them 


responsibilities: 


idly regain the banner which they should never have let 
be taken away, those who have clean hands an an 
irreproachable past the banner of liberty, the banner of 
human nghts 


and directing public affairs, new ways of making policy 
which will be kundled by the creative actvity of men 
women coming from the most diverse horizons ~ 
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on the second ballot. not the candidate who makes sense 
to them but the possible winner whom they prefer This 


system constitutes an obvious handicap in capressing the 
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The Trap Set for the French in 1988 [subbead) 
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It Is the Most Innovative Points of Our Policy That Are 
Attacked the Most [subhead] 


It should be noted—which will not surprise anyone— 
that it 1s precisely the strong points, the most innovative 
points of our policy which are the object of the crudest 
distortions. Unity of all the popular forces is the main 
theme of all our activity? We are said to be “real 
hardliners.” sectarian and peremptory, shut up in our 
ivory tower. We do not stop calling on all the victims of 
big moncy policy to ward off the blows dealt them? We 
are said to be violent, partisans of commando actions. 
And if a big struggle 1s developing, it 1s necessarily in 
spite of us and spontancously.... 


to the criss: socialism a la Francaise’? We are said not to 
see anything which moves around us, they say that there 
are no longer either young people or intellectuals in the 
Communist Party and that we imperturbably repeat 


order to prevent it among us! In faci, moreover, they say 
nothing big is happening in the Soviet Union and that 
Gorbachev 1s indeed a masked conservative. The press 
tied to the Socialist Party has made a specialty of this 


just defined, in any democracy [as published]. The 
section conferences which eared ah map) porto sa 
together 58.904 delegates elected by the cell assemblies. 
$7,407—or 97.45 percent—veted for the draft resolu- 
tion, 596 voted against it and 901 abstained. The federal 
conferences brought together 16,301 


voted for the draft resolution: 187 voted against it and 
199 abstained. Out of these 96 federal conferences, 


What do we read and hear in the media controlled by the 
right and Socialist Party’? That everything was suppos- 
edly locked by a narrow-minded and authoritarian man- 
agement. The congress itself is said to be a huge show: 
everything is “clinched” beforehand, the debates are 
controlled from a distance and the delegates are false. 
They say that in fact a crisis 16 Opening up onto the 
Communist Party and that the “men of the apparatus” 
are having more and more trouble in imposing their 
ritual preachifying on a bullied rank and file which is 
supposedly loudly clamoring for the party's “renova- 
tion.” 


FRANCE 


Such absurd caricatures are conducive to laughter or 
anger, depending on the mood of the moment. But let us 
not take them lightly, for we know what they are about, 
but millions of people do not have any idea of the real 
functioning of our party. And, on the occasion of the 
presidential election, the big moncy forces aim to build 
up these incessant attacks on us on the electoral level. 


The Fiction of the “Two Communist Candidates” [sub- 
head] 


So that 1s how the launching in a big way of the fiction of 
the “two communist candidates” can be explained. We 
well know what we verified in the preparation of the 
National Conference: Juquin does not represent any- 
thing to the Communist Party. Let us recall one more 
tume: None of the 4.649 members of the federal commit- 
tees consulted, none of the 1,228 delegates to the 
National Conference expressed themselves in favor of 
his candidacy, which the press is nevertheless already 
bringing up. He has succeeded in dragging along with 
him 17 Communist mayors or allics out of 1,495 and 
some dozens of the party's members France. 
His logistical support is furnished him by the PSU, the 
Revolutionary Communist League, and above all, secret- 
ly, by the Socialist Party whose mayors were called to the 
rescue by Pierre Mauroy and the executive bureau, and 
whose press serves as a resonance chamber for his 
campaign. Incidentally, this attitude of the Socialist 
Party may not be able to escape consequences. We see 
that Juquin has nothing to do with our party erther in the 
social-democratic positions which he expresses or in the 
support which ties him to the socialist domain. In itself, 
his candidacy does not concern us. 


And yet, we well know, it does concern us, because it 1s 
obvious that it has been fabricated piece by piece only to 
fight us. “There are two Communist candidates, Juquin 
the gentle one and Lajoinie the evil one...” This cam- 
paign does not have any influence on the Communists 
and the voters who know our party well. But what effects 
can such a presentation have among those who vote 
Communist without, for all that, having any direct 
contact with our militants, and even more among those 
who, deeply disappointed by the Socialist Party's policy, 
turn their glances toward us” 
Our Party's Unity, Efficiency, Independence Are 
Strengthened [subhead] 


The forces of consensus are doubtlessly speculating 
about this deception in order to try to distort our party's 
outcome. Are they perhaps looking still further and have 
they persuaded themscives that the party's unity on its 
policy is fragile? We know that maneuvers have taken 
place these past years to try to oppose the effort to renew 
our strategy, to make us again take up our previous 
policy which had succeeded so well in the Socialiat 
Party. We see it well with the decline: Some thought in 
1984, in favor of our weakening in the European clec- 
tions, that they could impose these views and organzed 
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themselves accordingly. In a recent interview, for exam- 
ple, Juquin explained that he had spent “years trying to 
make things move from the inside” and that he had 
“made the decision to call upon the rank and file for that 
as of 1980." One may think that the statement made in 
Rome by Marcel Rigout against our party's policy and its 
direction must have given the signal for this overall 
offensive. 


Those who defended these positions at the time were 
beaten. Far from following them, the 25th congress, on 
the contrary, better affirmed our fundamental choice. 
which 1s to accord primacy to the popular movement in 
all circumstances, and it permitted the party, as the draft 
resolution notes, to “start out again with a new step.” 
The adherence to this policy 1s today broader within our 
party than it was 3 vears ago. It is on an aware, 
well-thought-out totally democratic base. Those who 
were notin 2? ement at the time and who remain so 
have not been and will not be the object of any ostracism, 
any limitation on their freedom of speech or initiative 
and, of course, any sanction or withdrawal of their 
responsibility due to the opimmions they express within 
our party. At the 25th as at the 26th congress, the 
Communists made their decisions clearly and openly. 
The party's unity, efficiency, independence are coming 
out of it strengthened. 


Our Assets for 1988 [subhead] 


I am coming back to the election campaign itself. To 
describe, as | have just done, the obstacles that we are 
going to encounter, it 1s better to define at the same time 
the means which may permit us to overcome them. The 
first of these means is, of course, our candidate: Andre 
Lajoimie. Closer to those who are suffering today, guided 
by the concern to defend them, to rally them, to answer 
their aspirations, he has started a fine and big campaign, 
and he is going to develop it further. | am sure you will 
permit me, on behalf of the congress, to warmly congrat- 
ulate him for everything he has already brought to our 
party and our people during his first campaign months' 


Every Communist Is Accountable for the Outcome [sub- 
head] 


That said, let us not hide the = in thing. The outcome is 
the party, 1t 1s every Commwm.:.<: who has it in his hands. 
Indeed, whom are we going to be able to count on to 
make known our ideas, our proposals, the prospect 
which the vote for Andre Lajoinie can open up for 
France? On our own forces. Everything—I do say every- 
thing—1s going to depend on the number and quality of 
the initiatives we are going to take. On the success of the 
rallies, the meetings, the large and small gatherings 
which we are going to organize. And, even more, on the 
talks, the direct contacts which the Communists are 
going to make at the enterprise, in the locality, with the 
most people possible. That is what is going to be abso- 
lutely decisive. On the number of men, women, young 
people whom we will have seen, with whom we will have 
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discussed and debated, to whom we will have been able 
to explain the meaning of the Communist votc, that is 
what the outcome of this election 1s going to depend on. 


This 1s saying how the outcome 1s going to depend on the 
number of Communists who are going to be involved in 
this big action. We do not hide it: In the coming days, 
weeks, and months, we are going to ask the Communists 
for an unequaled mil:tant involvement — every member 
of the Central Committee, every member of the federal 
and section managements, every cell leader, every mem- 
ber of the party. We could not stress this essential idea 
too much: All the adherents of our party know some 
people around them, with whom they live, talk, work; 
often they welcome their esteem. their confidence in the 
commune, the quarter, the enterprise, in trade-union 
and associative life. Every Communist, whatever his 
responsibilities are, within our party or the social move- 
ment in its diversity, 1s accountable for the outcome of 
this election. 


As I said at the National Conference, “to concretely and 
efficiently mobilize every militant for this work which 
must be without precedent, not to leave any force aside; 
to find the means adapted for using all possible energies, 
including those of adherents who are usually less 
involved in the party's life; to have the concern to 
constantly strengthen, welcome, and involve immedi- 
ately cach new adherent in the action — such will be the 
role and responsibility of all managements at all levels.” 
In this way will we finance our election campaign. Our 
subscription of Fr80 million is in progress for this 
purpose. Fifty percent of this sum will come back to the 
Central Committee, which will cover the whole of Andre 
Lajoinie’s national campaign. This subscription has 
developed well, but naturally our efforts have to be 
increased; in other words, we must obtain payment from 
all the Communists to the maximum of their possibilites 
and develop a vast mass campaign. All this 1s being 
organized in detail. That is why, to contribute to it, the 
congress could decide to ask cach federal management to 
convene an assembly of the adherents of its department 
{departement] this January, in which a member of the 
Political Bureau would participate. 


Everything Is Going To Depend on the Number of Votes 
in Favor of Andre Lajoinie [subhead] 


We have big ambitions for this campaign. Basically, the 
goals we assign ourselves are simple: We want to imple- 
ment, under the particular conditions of this election, 
the policy of rallying which | have just explained. Our 
policy is unity for defending ouselves. The Communist 
vote, the Andre Lajoinie vote, will be the vote on which 
will be rallied those who want to send out a vote of anger 
and protest against the fate dealt them. Our policy is also 
unity so that things change. The Communist vote, the 
Andre Lajoinie voie will be the only vote which those 
who want to open a new path to unity for change have. 
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We are sometimes told: “This election will serve no 
purpose, everything is played.” That is not true. If 
millions and millions of French seize on this election to 
say: “No, that’s enough! We want another policy',” their 
demand thus expressed in the Communist vote will 
influence the outcome and mark everything which will 
happen afterwards. We call on the French to reflect 
about this. We say to them: “Neither you nor we can 
— today the political configuration which will come 

of the presidential election, the coalition which will 
4 in [its] hegemonic situation [sic], the candidate who 
will be elected. But one thing is certain: Whatever this 
configuration, this coalition, this new president, might 
be, what is going to decide the presidential election's 
consequences for you is the number of votes in favor of 
Andre Lajoinie. Either there will not be enough Commu- 
nist votes, and this election will inescapably find expres- 
sion in a strengthening of austerity and our difficulties, 
or else the Communist Party will rise back up, and it will 
ve more difficult to impose sacrifices on you; it will be 
possible to open up a new prospect for change. The only 
really new thing which might mark this election is the 
Communist Party's good score. Nothing will be more 
effective.” 


I spoke of a gigantic effort. The word 1s not too strong. 
We have the aim of meeting and convincing millions of 
people: people who may have diverse opinions about the 
responsibility of any one or the other in the policy 
conducted today; who may also have different ideas on 
the choice they will make on the second ballot. It is up to 
each one of us to show them that the only way to make 
their vote heard is to rally together on the first ballot in 
the vote for Andre Lajoinie. 


Our Position on the Second Ballot and Afterward [sub- 
head] 


I have just mentioned the second ballot. Quite obvious- 
ly, the decision that we will have to make when the time 
comes is the subject of discussions. In this debate, the 
Communists have for the most part positively appreci- 
ated the fact that the criteria from which we will have to 
make determinations was submitted for their reflection 
and approval. “For the second ballot,” the draft resolu- 
tion indicates, “the Central Committee will have to 
determine our stand depending on what will be the most 
natural for advancing the proposals of our program, 
indeed the least natural to obstruct them.” This wording 
ensues from our approach, from the objective which we 
are giving ourselves in the presidential election; for we 
know precisely what we want and what we don’t want. 
What we want is to further unity in the action against 
capitalist policy, unity in the action for change. What we 
don't want is for this election to give more force to the 
current policy, more positions to the right and extreme 
right, which is contributing to driving the country into 
difficulties. 


Those are our objectives, our objectives on the first and 
second ballot. For the first, it is clear: oPposition to 
current policy and the will for change will be gauged by 
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the number of communist votes. And for the second 
ballot, well, we will pursue these same objectives. We 
will not digress in our fight in the evening of the first 
ballot. And we will not abandon the people whom we will 
have rallied together in the Communist vote, whatever 
decision we might make, it will constitute an appeal to 
continue the struggle against austerity for change on the 
second ballot and afterward. 


In the discussion forum, Comrade Robert Lesque sug- 
gested deciding—I quote—that “already, in the current 
state of positions of the Socialist Party, we will not 
withdraw.” This comrade continues: “I am aware of the 
problems that poses with regard to the popular rallying 
which we want, for,” he explains, “this hardline position 
will certainly not be comprised of a part of our voters 
and even less of the Socialist voters whom we could not 
confuse with the leaders of the Socialist Party.” 


Once again, | do not know the decision we will make 
depending on the concrete situation which present itself, 
But what | am sure of is that, if these circumstances are 
those which this comrade describes, it 1s not the choiwe 
he proposes which will have to prevail. Whatever hap- 
pens, in fact, we will not make any decision which would 
create obstacles to pursuing the rallying with the Com- 
munists which will be effected on the first ballot. All 
those who will have expressed, by their Communist vote, 
the strength of their concerns and their aspiration for 
another policy will have given a new impetus to the 
popular movement. There 1s no question of letting it be 
lost, either for the second ballot or for what will happen 
afterward. 


The draft resolution recalls that it is the Central Com- 
mittee which will have to determine our position. If the 
Congress were in agreement with it, it could decide that 
the federal committees meet in each department in the 
evening of the day after the first ballot, with the only 
agenda of examining the position to be taken for the 
second ballot, and for them to make their feeling known 
to the Central Committee. The latter could meet on 
Wednesday, and thus make a perfectly reasoned deci- 
sion. 


4. To Always Be Better as the Rallying Party for Change 
[subhead] 


“The Communist Party is the only really modern party,” 
our draft resolution affirms. The whole of this report 
tries to demonstrate it. Our party is modern because it is 
the party of the future force of society: the working class. 
In all circumstances, it is the viewpoint of society's living 
forces which it expresses: that of the wage-carners, farm- 
ers, creative people, young people. Our party is modern 
because it opens up a new prospect in the struggle of the 
popular forces: unity in the action to push back the 
forces of the past, a new unity for change. Our party is 
modern because its reflection 1s based on a revolutionary 
theory, Marxism, scientific socialism; because it acts 
with a practical new policy; because it possesses a really 
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democratic method of functioning. I would like to stress 
these last three aspects, since | have abundantly dealt 
with the class content of our policy and our unitary 
approach. 


Reality Proves the Vitality of Marxism jsubhead] 


A few words first about Marxism. To put an equivalence 
sign between Marxism and modernity 1s to collide head- 
on with the dominant doctrines. At the Audimat [as 
published] of the ideas received, the death of ideologies, 
of any ambitious thought, is today proclaimed. It even 
seems that to be modern 1s to be modest! Yet, it is at the 
tume when Marxism is disparaged so much that the 
reality in its Movement proves its validity. 


Look at the world’s evolution that I have described: 
Capitalism is sinking into its crisis, while socialism is 
resuming its march forward toward more socialism. That 
is not a dogma out of its time, but current reality which 
confirms the first thesis of scientific socialism: Capital- 
ism is a transitory historic form and socialism is a 
superior social organization, permitting the progressive 
blossoming of humanity in each person. 


Look at the financial crisis. For years, the stock exchange 
has been depicted to us as the very epitome of moderni- 
ty. The material production of wealth, the determining 
nature of which Marxism reveals, has just been brought 
back to the welcomed remembrance of the whole world. 


Look at current policy. It worsens all the social inequal- 
ities. Condemned to more deprivations and oppression, 
the working class is beginning to sit up. Its militants are 
repressed more and more savagely. Who said that “the 
history of our society up to our time is the history of class 


struggies”” 


Look at the progress. The new technologies possess the 
power to reduce human work time, to increase its 
strength. But capitalism uses them to strengthen its 
exploitation. Was st not Marx who noted even back in 
his time that “each thing seems heavy with its own 


opposite?” 


Look at the political situation. I have given prominence 
to the contradiction between the reality of the slide to the 
right and the broadening of the possibilities to rally 
against the policy of high finance. There again, it was 
indeed Marx who showed that the dominant class can 
delay failures, but that the latter always ultimately come 


up again. 


These few examples suffice to show the vitality of 
Marxism. Chased out the window by fashionable ideol- 
ogies, reality reintroduces it through the big door. And 
that is because, far from being a doctrinaire construc- 
tion, it 1s the very intelligence of reality in its movement, 
and places man in @ position to transform it. 


The Effectiveness of Our Practical New Policy [subhead] 
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Second question: our practical new policy. It involves an 
essential dimension to our overall approach, for, to give 
primacy to the popular movement is to favor the 
involvement of the people themselves in all circumstanc- 
es. For a party like ours, 1 1s at the same time, as the 25th 
Congress decided, to promote “another way to make 
policy, which deals with the concrete problems of life 
and which arranges all the questions of poltical life 
starting from these probiems.” 


Let us add that this new manner of making policy is the 
only means to fight the trend toward depoliticization 
which I spoke about. The more and more pathetic nature 
of politicking discussion causes real disgust among mil- 
hons of people. We are also experiencing this feeling. We 
are fighting in another field. As we said in the Central 
Committee in May, “We give priority not to marketing, 
but to action in the field, and first at the enterprise, with 
the people, we regard the latter not as toys, but as adult 
beings, we appeal not to their guts, but to their reflection, 
we seek not to divide them so that they leave things to a 
man of providence, but to rally them so that they 
themselves take their own affairs into their hands.” 


Since the 25th Congress, the militants, the organizations, 
the management of our party have endeavored to bring 
this new practical policy to life. We, everyone at all 
levels, have learned a lot. We know how to do better, as 
they say. And everywhere where all the efforts needed 
have been carried out, we have verified the effectivesness 
of this way of operating in the considerable strengthen- 
ing of our ties with the people. As the drafi resolution 
stresses, some progress remains to be made. 


To achieve this requires a clear comprehension of the 
objectives which we are assigning ourselves. We will help 
the Communists to act more effectively not by repeat- 
edly chanting to them the formula “new practical pol)- 
cy.” but by showing them precssely, simply, what we 
want to do and how we want to do it. In the difficult 
situation which is that of the workers, it is understand- 
able that some militants experience difficulties in find- 
ing their way and that they are afraid of doing badly. 
Let's not complicate things for them by demanding that 
they become certified public accountants or doctors in 
philosophy before they go into action! 


Rigor Is Not Rigidity [subhead] 


What we ask of the Communists is simple. | have said it: 
It is to be themselves — that is to say, strugglers, fighters 
who are always there when it 1s necessary to stand up 
against injustice, oppression, the misfortune of the weak, 
militants of hope, unity, change, who do not give up, 
who have confidence in the people, who do not seck to 
manipulate them, [but who] respect them. 


Of course, it is not a matter of rushing headlong into 
everything that moves by refusing to think things over' 
But vigilance, intelligence, spirit of responsibility do not 
mean hesitation or sectarianism. Rigor is not rigidity. 
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Firmness is not a matter of shutting out everything. On 
every occasion — yes, I repeat — let us be ourselves, let's 
show ourselves as we are: men, women, young people in 
unity, open, ready to fight, welcoming, respectful of 
differences, all the more attentive to the opinion of 
others who themselves have their sdeas and do not miss 
an occasion to honestly express them. 


Under the conditions of the current intense political and 
ideological battle and the explosion of modern forms and 
means of communication, the progress of our fight also 

passes through the improvement in our ability to make 
aoadeda alas aid itinstand. ih fata the eeniion 
and development of their initiatives, in all their political 
behavior, that cach of the party's organizations has to 
endeavor to reach this objective. That calls on their -art 
for a sustained and creative effort to implement commu- 
nication relying on diversified means, among which the 
cell—especially the enterprise—newspaper occupies an 
original and essential place. That calls at the same time 
for active support to the Communist press. Since the last 
congress, the renewal of its content and its presentation 
has made L'HUMANITE more effective. The efforts 
must of course be continued for the improvement of 
L'HUMANITE, of the HUMANITE DIMANCHE, 
REVOLUTION and of all our press and for the broad- 
ening of its circulation. 


The Democratic Functioning of the Communist Party 
[subhead] 


Third question: the party's dernocratic functioning. This 
has become, | have said, a stake in the political battle 
because our party itself is at the center of that battle. 
During the past years, everything has been tried to push 
us to abandon our party's rules of life. We understand 
why: To liquidate our party's principle of revolutionary 
organization, democratic centralism, would be to hiqui- 
date at the same time its nature of a revolutionary party. 


We have resisted these attacks. And, | must say, we have 
not had any trouble in doing it; for the validity of our 
functioning is precisely that it permits guaranteeing, in 
all circumstances, the unity and total independence of 
our party. Among us, discussion is free, fair, construc- 
tive, we listen to and respect each other, everyone counts 
as somebody and if we do not manage to agree with each 
other, the decision is made by majority, this is applied 
everywhere, everyone being able to keep and express his 
opinion, a Communist is never blamed for having been 
wrong—and sometimes mnght the majority 
opinion of his comrades, it's life which settles the matter. 


These democratic rules demonstrate their effectiveness 
in the class struggle. The Communists are rightly sticking 
to them, and we will not go back on this experience. As 
I said at the close of the 25th Congress: “The French 
Communist Party has not chosen a social-democratic 
policy; quite the contrary, no question, then, of social- 
democratizing the French Communist Party'” 
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We Will Not Go Back on Our Efforts for Improvement 
[subhead] 


And neither we will go back on the effort which we have 
been carring on for years to improve our ways of doing 
things so that our party always benefits better from the 
contribution of each of its members, so that the latter are 
more and more directly associated with decrssonmaking 
and its umplementation, and so that the ties and circula- 
tion of ideas between the “rank and file” and the “top,” 
as they say, which are already strongly developed, are 
improved still more. 


We will not stop working on that. And for that, we must 
show imagination, for, frankly, we do not have much to 
learn from others! In the RPR, Chirac appounts all the 
leaders: the national secretariat, the national council, the 
excecutive board. In the UDF, no more election: It 1s 
Lecanuet who decides. In the Socialist Party, during its 
last congress, the outgoing management was not clected 
but was self-appointed after some measuring oul among 
the trends, subcurrents, and transcurrents [as published]. 
The same 1s truc for the designation of the candidates for 
the presidential election: Each himself and 
proclaims that he will not be committed by any decision 
of his party... 


What a contrast with what happens among us, where the 
leaders at all leveis are elected by secret ballots, where, in 


had expressed disagreements 3 years ago have been able 
to take their whole place in the activity! On this subject, 
it happened that in the discussion some comrades won- 
dered about the validity of the decision made at the 25th 
congress to reclect to the Central Commitice three of its 
members who had been in profound disagreeme ot with 
the policy adopted. We know what became of that. For 
pan ay mt egy Fang Ah rahe op «ape Aly 
¢ do not think so. We had made this decision, 

an tem whey Be Pay tenn bow Syoag y 
has demonstrated it. And we had made it, we added, 
“because we have concern for people, for all the mili- 


The members of the Central Committee concerned 
refused to join in this democratic approach. We did not 
do anything for that and we deeply regret that they made 
such a choice. In any case, that will not lead us to think 
that we were wrong. We see it in section committees and 
federal committees, where comrades in disagreement at 
the 25th congress were reelected, carried out the tasks 
with which they were entrusted and advanced, in the 
democratic debate, the common reflection and their 
own. 
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Election of the Central Committee: A Democratic 
Advance of the 25th Congress To Be Maintained [sub- 
head] 


With regard to the election of the Central Commitiec, 
Comrade Lucien Seve deemed at the discussion forum 
that it was “no good to convene the outgoing Central 
Committee during the congress, which talhes poorly with 
its role as the highest statutory body.” It 1s true that 
before the 25th congress the outgoing Central Commiut- 
tee decided on its proposals for candidacies and with- 
drawals for the future Central Committee before the 
Congress was held. This policy was changed 3 years ago. 
The Central Committee met after the choices setting the 
party's political onentation were made. | think that this 
decision not only was not wrong, but that it was a good 
one. 


That 1s because it 1s up to the congress to judge the 
Central Committee's activity since the previous congress 
and to determine the party's political line for the next 3 
years. It is the congress that, on this basis, elects the 
leadership which seems to it the most capable of impie- 
menting this policy. Is it not in comforminty with 
democracy that, in order to formulate its proposals 
concerning the future leadership, the Central Committee 
manner in which it has exercised its mandate, collec- 
tively and individually, for each of its members, that it 
should take into account the congress’ decisions defining 
the party's policy? | think that proceeding in this manner 
constitutes a democratic advance. There is no reason to 
go back on it. 


The Central Committee will thus meet Saturday evening, 
when the Congress will express itself on the draft reso- 
lution and the report which are proposed to it. On this 
basis, it will give its opinion about the future Central 
Committee, the commission of the candidacies, which 
will be composed of some 15 members of the Central 
Committee and 131 representives of the federations, will 
discusss this and draw up the list of proposals which it 
will submit to the congress. And it is the latter which will 
decide by secret ballot. 


Financing: The Communist Party's Hands Are Clean 
[subhead] 


Finally, the comrades proposed in the discussion that 
our program explain more completely our proposals 
concerning the financial resources of political parties. It 
is a legitimate concern, since even the president of the 
Republic and the prime minister recently put forth this 
Question in order to set up a “ireguard to the nauseating 
“affairs” which are tarnishing several parties. As is 
known, our party recently renewed its proposals for 
cleaning up public life. 


In the first place, we are opposed to the financing of 
political parties by the state. That would be contrary to 
the Constitution, which institutes the independence of 


FRANCE 


parties, and contrary to the will of the majonty of 
citizens, who do not intend to finance with their taxes 
the parties of whose action they do not approve. For its 
part, our party sets an example of clean financing. It 1s up 
to the adherents and the sympathizers of cach formation 
to assure the financing of its functioning. 


Second, we have for years been denouncing the tremen- 
dous amounts which parties gobbie up in the clection 
campaigns. We are advocates of a ceiling on cxpenses, 
which we moreover impose on ourselves: Andre Lajos- 
mie’s national budget 1s some Fr40 million — that 1s, 10 
tumes less than those announced by other candidates. To 
put an end to the glaring inequalities in this sphere. we 
thus propose an increase in the public aid to all the 
candidates in any election, subject to strict control. the 
access of political parties to public and private audiov:- 
sual resources on a basis of equality and the setting up of 
measures for supporting the public opinion press. finally 
a “tatus and sufficient allowances for local elected per- 
sons, 


Third, we are in favor of making public the finances of 
political parties, of their leaders and elected members. 


pace ER mp me edly og eee ~ AH of cach, 
and setting up a mechanism which allows knowing the 
inheritance, the total amount of revenues, the tics with 
any business or company of the leaders of the parties and 
of their elected members in the most important func- 
tions. 


Quite obviously, we do not have any illusion about the 
will of the other parties to come to such cleanliness in 
public life. However that may be, we intend to continuc 
demonstrating the originality of the financing of our 
party, the party whose hands are clean, whose resources 
are based on the contributions of its members at the tune 
of one percent of their incomes, on the repayment of the 
allowances of its elected members, and on the general 
payments to our popular subscriptions. 


The Communist Party: A Welcoming House Open to 
New Forces |subhead] 


We have been stemming the decline of our strength since 
the 25th congress. There were 604,285 of us at the end of 
1986 and we are going to progress this year. This is an 
occurrence of great importance. But it is a certainty we 
can go further on this path Some tens of millions of men 
and women agree with our policy and are ready to 
become communists if we suggest it to therm Too many 
of the Party's organizations do not yet attach to this 
Question the importance it merits. It should thus be put 
in new terms, as the draft resolution stresses. Our party 
is a welcoming house, where all doors are wide open to 
new forces, to all those who want to do useful work 
against the policy of austerity and for a change of things, 
to the young people who arrive with their ideas, their 
sensitivity, their critecisn. 
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The role of cach of the party's leaders is essential in all 
Our Struggies. secretanes and members of the cell offices, 
members of the section committees, members of the 
federal commuttees, members of the Central Commitee. 
there are more than 70,000 of them in all. It ts on them 
of yur policy and its translation into concrete imitiatives 
primarily depends. The bitterness of the struggle and the 
ambition of the objectives call for intelligence and 

sitivity on their part. They have to set an 
involve themselves in the instuatives decaaded 


: 
i 
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give fraternal aid to each comrade who 1s in 
it that their cell functions well, keep contact 
member 


i 


“As we decided at the 25th congress, to move 
center of gravity toward the functioning and 


H! 
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neglected, but which ha 
themselves. We must thus give much to 
ration of cach cell meeting, to its agenda, to 
duction to the discussion, to informing 
who was not able to participate. We will 
enough the irreplaceable role of the cell office, especially 
of the cell secretary, who personifies the party in his 
enterprise, in his quarter or in his village. Without him, 
our party cannot function. 


EH 
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To Make the Best Use of the Richness Which Each 
Communist Represents [subhead] 


The training of all the party's members must see 
impetus. The value of the content of our education 
been reasserted. Increased help will be given 


federal managements so that they may organize 


cach Communist to acquire and bring up to 
knowledge necessary for his actvity. It is 


to strenghen the structure and of sec 
tions. It lavelves docontealiaing the effon of o part ef the 


leaders of the federation and having a greater capacity 
for boosting the activity of the cells and the strengthen- 
ing of the party pul onto the important sectors of the 
department It 1s thus fitting that our policy of promoting 
militants should retain all the necessary attention, that 1 
answer a long-term reflection 


HT 
nl 
nd 
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the leadership collective. Expenence and availability are. 
to be sure, critena which should be taken into account im 
the choice of our leaders. But let us not hesitate to have 
confidence in the young people—whether they are from 
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French or ummugrant familes—who should contribute a 
lot to our party. Let us equally give partecular attention 
to what the life and family burdens of women are, in 
order to permit them to really hold responsibilities at all 
levels. Every Communist represents a mchness, ict us put 
everything to work to make the best use of u. In this 
respect, greater attention should be given to the partic- 
pation of the leaders of the federations and sections at 
the central schools. 


Comrades, 


An idea emerges at the end of this report. As the draft 
resolution asks us, we are deciding to pursue “the effort 
to renew our strategy and umprove our activity which we 
started at the 22nd congress and achieved at the 25th 
congress. This transformation was absolutely necessary. 
It puts the party in a position to face all its responsibil- 
ities. These are considerable [no concluding quotation 
marks in preceding paragraph] 


Our people are living through one of the most crucial 
penods of their history. The upper classes want fo drag i 
imto an immense regression which would assure their 
stifling dominance 


But there is another way. The popular, democratic, 
national forces of our country are not beaten. They can 
unite to ward off this aggression, unite to build a new | 
democratic, socialist France. The Communist Party is 
putting all 1s forces in the service of thes fight. This is 
hard, becas « 11 attacks the forces of big moncy, reaction, 
the past. Bu “4 is the fight of the future. Capitalism is no 
more eternal in France than on the world which 1s stirring 
and liberating itself, These plans can be warded off. Let 
us devote ourselves, day after day, to rallying those 
whom it 1s crushing into action and we will make justice, 
lyberty, and peace prevail’ 


Lajoinie Address 


PM171402 [Editorial Report] Pars L'HUMANITE in 
French 5 December 1987 carries on pages 14-15 the 
3,500-word teat of a speech by PCF presidential candi- 
date Andre Lajoinie to the 26th PCF Congress held in 
Saint-Ouen from 2 to 6 December. After praising PCF 
Secretary General Georges Marchars’ opening report to 
the congress as a “reference and a basis for thinking by 
all Communists,” Lajgoume reviews his presidential cam- 
paign so far which, he says, confirms that “the lines we 
have adopted ere the only ones worthy of a communist 
party and. in the economic and political spheres, the only 
ones which correspond to the mayor issues of our day ~ 
Lajoimie goes on to stress the importance of “the per- 
sonal involvement of all Communists” in the presiden- 
tial campaign and the need for “direct contact™ with the 
voters, many of whom, he says, are now turning back to 
the PCF because they are disillumoned with the PSF. In 
conclusion, Lajomme stresses the need for the PCF to 
“emerge from this election stronger” in order to assert its 
“legitimate demands 
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Foreign Delegations 
W4042058 Paris 
LHUMANITEinFrench3 Dec 87 pp 20-21 


[Arucle: “Representatives From All Continents”) 


[Text] At the resumption of the afternoon session, Jac- 


solidarity.” The words and the acts have a meaning here. 


Democratic and Popular Party of Afghanistan: Babad- 
jan, member of the Central Committee 


ANC [African National Congress) of South Africa: Reg 
September, member of the Central Committee 


Party of the FLN [National Liberation Front] of Algeria: 
Abderrazak Bouhara, member of the Central Committee 
permanent secretariat 

Unified Socialist Party [SED] of the GDR: Hermann 
Axen, member of the Central Committee Politburo 


Communist Party of the FRG: Karl Heinz Schroeder, 
member of the Presidium, secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee 


Communist Party of Saudi Arabia: Hamad Mubarak, 
member of the Political Bureau 


MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 


Communist Party of Argentina: Francisco Alvarez, 
member of the Political Bureau 


Socialist Party of Australia: Anthony Spiro, member of 
the Central Committee 


Communist Party of Austria: Susanne Sohn, member of 
the Political Bureau 


National Liberation Front of Bahrain. Muhammad ‘Ali. 
member of the Potitecal Bureau 


FRANCE 


Communmnt Party of Beigsum Claude Renard, vice- 
chairman 


Party of the Popular Revolution of Benin: Simon Ifede 
Ogouma. member of the Political Bureau 


Unified Socialist Party [as published] of West Berlin: 
Harry Flichtbe:!, member of the Political Bureau 


Communist Party of Bolivia: Carlos Carjaval, member 
of the Central Committee 


Communist Party of Brazil: Carlos Mora, member of the 
Central Commitee, Communist Party of Bulgaria: Alck- 
sandr Chudomuir, member of the Politburo, secretary of 
the Central Committee. 


African Party for Independence of Burkina Faso: Arba 
Diallo, member of the Political Bureau 


ee See See Se ay ae 
Isse 


Revolutionary Peoples Party of Kampuchea: Nguon 
Nehi, member of the Political Bureau 


Union of the Peoples of Cameroon: Simeon Kuissu, 
deputy general secretary 


Communist Party of Chile: Rodrigo Rojas Andrade, 
member of the Political Bureau 


Chinese Communist Party: Yan Mingfu, member of the 
Central Committee Secretariat 


a eS Working People of Cyprus: 
Khristos loannidhis, member of the Central Committee 


Colombian Communist Party: Jose Anzala, member of 
the Central Committee 


Coordination for an Alternative Party in the Comoros: 
Janine Mhoma, member of the Directing Committee 


National Democratic Front of the Comoros: represented 
by Ahmed Mohamed 


Congolese Labor Party: Daniel Abibi, secretary of the 
Central Committee 


Labor Party of Korea: Choe Tae Bok, secretary of the 
Central Commitee 


Peoples Vanguard Party of Costa Rica: Francisco Gam- 
boa, member of the Political Bureau 


Communist Party of Cuba: Jorge Risquet Valdes Sal- 
dana, member of the Political Bureau, secretary of the 
Central Committee 
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Communist Party of Denmark: Bo Rousschou, member 
of the Central Committee Political Bureau and of Secre- 
tarat 


Dominican Communist Party: Carlos Ascuacciati, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau 


Egyptian Communist Party: Miche! Kamel, member of 
the Political Bureau 


Communist Party of Spain: Juan Verga, member of the 
Central Committee Secretariat 


Workers Party of Ethiopia: Shimelis Mazengiya, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau, secretary of the Central 
Committee 


Communist Party of the United States: Georges [as 
published] Meyers, member of the Political Bureau, 
secretary of the Central Committee 


Communist Party of Finland: Arvo Kempainen, vice- 
chairman, member of the Political Bureau. 


Communist Party of Great Britain: Carter Trevor, mem- 
ber of the National Executive Committee 


Morena of Gabon: a representative 


Communist Party of Greece: Dhimirios Gondikas, 
member of the Political Bureau 


Guadeloupean Communist Party: Pierre Justin, member 
of the Political Bureau, secretray of the Central Commi- 
tee 


National Revolutionary Union of Guatemala: Belisarno 
Aldana, representative in Europe 


Communist Party of Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde: Fidelis Cabral, member of the Political 
Bureau 


People Progressive Party of Guiana: Donald Ramotar, 
member of the executive committee 


Unified Party of Haitian Communists: Max Bourjolly, 
deputy general secretary 


Hungarian Socialist Workers Party: Gyorgy Aczel, mem- 
ber of the Politburo 


Communist Party of India: $.V. Unnikrishnan, member 
of the National Council 


Communist Party of India (Marxist); Ramakrishnan, 
member of the Central Committee 


Iraqi Communist Party: Al Safil [as published) Abdul- 
raza Jamil, representative of the executive board 
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Democratic Party of Kurdistan-Irag:. Muhammad Hissar 


Tudeh Party of Iran: a member of the Central Commut- 
tee 


Organization of the Fedayeen of the People of Iran 
(majority) Medi Fatapour, member of the Political 


Bureau 


Party of Kurdistan-Iran: Hashim Karimi, member of the 
Political Bureau 


Communist Party of Ireland James Stewart, general 
secretary 


Communist Party of Israci: Leon Zahavi, member of the 
Central Commuttee Secretariat of the executive board 


Japanese Communist Party: Shun-ichi [as published] 
Nishizawa, member of the Central Committee Presid- 
ium 


Lao Revolutionary Peoples Party: Phao Boubaphonh. 
member of the Central Commitee. 


Lebanese Communist Party: Karim Mroue, deputy gen- 
eral secretary 


ve Socialist Party of Lebanon: Boureid Yaghi, 
member of the Political Bureau 


Luxemburg Communist Party: Ali Ruckert, member of 
the Central Commitee 


AKFM [Congress Part for Malagasy Independence] 
Madagascar: Arsene Ratsifehera, member of the Politi- 


cal Bureau, deputy general secretary 


Arema [Vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution}-Madaga- 
scar. Max Marson: member of the Supreme Council of 
the Revolution 


Malian Party of Revolution and Democracy: Tiecoura 
Bocoum, member of the executive board 


Party of Progress and Socialism of Morocco: Thami 
el-Khian, member of the Political Bureau 


Socialist Union of the Popular Forces of Morocon 
Mohamet Ait Kaddour, member of the Central Commit- 
tee 


Socialist Union of the Popular Forces, National Admin- 
istrative Commission of Morocco: Abdeighan: Bousta, 
member of the Foreign Relations Commission 


Martinique Communist Party Andre Constant, member 
of the Political Bureau, secretary of the Central Commit. 
tee 
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Revolutionary Peoples Party of Mongolia: L. Rinchin, 
member of the Central Commiutice 


Frelumo [Mozambique Liberation Front}-Mozambique: 
Joseph Ganancio, member of the Central Committee 


SWAPO [South West African People’s Organization of 
Namibia}-Namita Ndadi, member of the Central Com- 
mittee 


Communist Party of Nepal: Manandhar Bichnow Bak- 
hadou [as published]. general secretary 


Sandinista National Liberation Front of Nicaragua, rep- 
resented by Erman Estrada, member of thesecretariat for 
international relations 


Communist Party of Norway: Segne Odegeord, member 
of the Central Committee 


FLNKS of New Caledonia: Simon Naoutchoue, member 
of the Politecal Bureau 


Socialist Unity Party of New Zealand: Maryline Tucker, 
general secretary 


Popular Liberation Front of Oman: Muhammad Nassir, 
member of the Central Committee 


Palestine Liberation Organization: Mahmud Darwish, 
member of the Executive Committee 


Communist Party of Palestine. Naim Ashhab, member 
of the Political Bureau 


Paraguayan Communist Party: Livio Gonzalez San- 
tander, member of the Central Committee 


Communit Party of the Netherlands: Ina Brouwer, 
member of the Exccvt:ve Committee 


Peruvian Communist Party: Jorge Del Prado, general 
secretary of the Communist Party and chairman of the 
United Left 


Popular Alhance for the American Revolution (APRA) 
~f Peru: Hugo Otero Lanzarotti, member of the Political 
Bureau 


National Democratic Front of the Philippines: Luis 
Jalandom, chief of the foreign delegation of the NDF. 


Polish United Workers Party Jozef Baryla, member of 
the Politburo, secretary of the Central Committee 


Portuguese Communist Party: Alvaro Cunhal, general 
secretary 


Reunion |itand) Communist Party: Laurent Verges, 
member of the Political Bureau, secretary of the Central 
Committee 


FRANCE 


Romanian Communist Party: loan Coman, member of 
the Polutburo, secretary of the Central Commutice 


Polisano Front of the Democratic Saharan Arab Repub- 
lec Mohamed Sidati. member of the Political Bureau 


FMLN [Faribundo Marti National Liberation Front}-El 
Salvador Fahrd Handal, m charge of the FMLN's 
foreign policy 

Communist Party of San Marino, Lug Forcellom, mem- 
ber of the Central Committee 


Independence and Labor Party (Senegal) Amath Dan- 
sokho, general secretary 


Communist Party of Sudan: Omer el Faroug Ali Zakarya 


Communist Party of Sn Lanka: Dew Sunasckera, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau, secretary of the Central 
Commitee 


Communist Left Party of Sweden: Onan Appeiqvist, 
member of the Central Committee 


Swiss Labor Party: Rene Lec’deiter, member of the 
Political Bureau 

Syrian Communist Party: ‘Umar Siba’i, member of the 
Political Bureau 

Arab Socialist Ba'th Party of Syria: Muhammad Salih 
Hermass:, member of the natronal command 
National Democratic Union of Chad Laurent Amadou. 
member of the Central Commitee 


Communist Party of Czechoslovakia: Jan Foytik, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau, secretary of the Central 
Commitee 


Togolese Movement for Democracy: Ekoue Kpodar, 
vice-chairman 

Tunman Communist Party Boueema Rmih, member 
of the Political Bureau 


Communist Party of Turkey, Leftist Union of the Sin 
Parts of Turkey a representative 


Communist Party of the Soviet Union: Igor Ligachev, 
or 


Communist Party of Uruguay Eduardo Viera, member 
of the Political Bureau 


Communist Party of Vietnam Dong Sy Nguyen, mem- 
ber of the Politburo 
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Socialist Party of Yemen: Fad) Mubsmn ‘Abdaliah. mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau, secretary of the Central 
Committee 


Peoples Unity Party of Yemen: Ahmad al-Salani, mem- 
ber of the Polstecal Bureau 


FRANCE 


League of (C ommunrsts of Yugoslavia Stanko Stojcevx 
member of the charrmanshep of the Central Commutice 


Umon of the Progressive Forces of Congo Kinshasa 
Valenen Milingo. deputy general secretary 
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